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Executive Summary, Key Findings, and Recommendations
Jewish media outside North America are run by dedicated individuals, who report for
and manage their newspapers, radio stations, and TV programs out of a desire to
support their communities, inform the outside world about Jewish life in their
countries, and to keep a connection to Jews in North America and Israel. But their
challenges are fierce, and they need help and support. They need to know that their
efforts are important, that the rest of the Jewish world is paying attention to them,
and that they are part of the larger Jewish world, including Israel.

1
2
3
4
5

The number of Jewish media entities worldwide has shrunk by more than
two-thirds in the past century, with Europe the hardest-hit. These results
reflect the concentration of Jewish population worldwide in Israel and North
America, which together account for fully 83 percent of the world's Jews.

Despite the decline in Jewish life and Jewish media in the Diaspora outside
North America, Jewish media journalists worldwide are close cousins. Our
research found significant similarities in their demographic, educational,
professional, and Jewish affiliations.

Diaspora Jewish media outside North America believe that their role is to
support their communities and Israel, and not be critical of them, while
American Jewish media hew closely to Western norms of detached
observers eager to uncover problems.

The journalists in the current survey feel deeply connected to Israel. They
have visited Israel more often than their North American cousins, are
unwilling to report critically on Israel, and rate Israel's meaning and
centrality to the Jewish people more highly than Americans do.

Jewish journalists outside North America put on a brave front, but our
survey data tell a different story. Other than in English-speaking countries,
Diaspora Jewish journalists are cataloguing the slow but inevitable decline
of their communities, while facing rising anti-Semitism at home.
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Key Recommendations
These media will starve from financial stress, but even more from a lack of interest by
the rest of the Jewish world unless they get their articles, photos, and opinion pieces
seen outside their home countries.

1
2
3
4
5

Articles from Diaspora media should be translated initially into English and
Hebrew, and then into the other key languages of world Jewry. Articles in
Hebrew and in English from Israel and North America should be translated
into Diaspora languages and distributed freely among participating media.

Creation of a multi-language website that curates and gives original news
and commentary from across the Jewish world. Jewish media should be
encouraged to share the content from this website.

One of the emerging trends in media, both new and mainstream, is
cooperative and collaborative efforts among different media, in contrast to
the competition and exclusivity of the past. A similar approach needs to be
encouraged for Jewish media across the Diaspora and Israel.

Jewish Media Summits that bring together Jewish journalists from North
America, Israel, and the rest of the Diaspora must be held on a regular basis.
Two Summits proved the validity of the concept, but they should be run as
private programs, not by the Israeli government.

An international not-for-profit focused on Jewish media should be
established to coordinate translation and cooperative reporting projects,
build the multi-language website recommended above, and manage
periodic Summits.
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Introduction
A PROFESSION IN FLUX: Jewish Journalism Around the World” is a comprehensive
research study of journalists for Jewish media outside North America. Its goal is to
detail, understand, and analyze this world, which has not been studied before. It
reports on their assets and concerns, and offers suggestions aimed at strengthening
existing media outlets and broadening their reach. The study identified more than
120 Jewish media outlets in 35 countries outside of the United States, Canada, and
Israel. This compilationi is the most comprehensive and up-to-date of its kind, and by
itself, this collection makes an important contribution to the understanding of the
breadth and depth of Jewish media in the Diaspora in the 21st century.ii The tally is
one-quarter of the number of Diaspora Jewish media outlets outside North America
in 1904,iii suggesting by itself the changes in the global Jewish community as
reflected in the media they support.
“A Profession in Flux” grew out of more than two years of contacts with Jewish media
from around the world and is designed to be a follow-up to the 2013 study,
“Reporting Jewish: Do Journalists Have the Tools They Need?”iv which the lead author
of the current project conducted. That study examined the experience, knowledge,
values, and challenges facing journalists for North American Jewish media.v Many
questions in the current research project were drawn from that study, with the intent
of offering a basis for comparison between Jewish media journalists from North
America and those in the rest of the Jewish world. The current survey also included
new questions designed to elicit information about issues and challenges unique to
the Jewish world beyond North America.

Hakehila Journal, Finland
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The World of Journalism Today
Mainstream mediavi worldwide are facing a period of profound disruption from
modern technologies, political changes, economic difficulties, “fake news” generated
by government and private sources, and leaks of confidential business information
and classified government data. Trust in media worldwide dipped to an all-time low,
according to the 2017 Edelman Trust Barometer, but rebounded by 5 percentage
points in 2018.vii Traditional media have seen the steepest decline in trust, the study
found.viii A Gallup survey in 2016 found that only 32% of Americans trust US media, a
decline of 8 percentage points.ix
Political, business, and entertainment leaders are increasingly going directly to the
global public via social media channels. Some leading users of social media have
gained millions of followers, who in turn get much of their information, news, and
commentary about political and social conditions from these outlets, instead of
turning to professional news media reporters and editors. In a January 2017 report
forecasting trends in news media, the Reuters Institute for the Study of Journalism
predicted the continuation of these tendencies and highlighted “further job cuts and
losses across the news industry,” as well as newspapers in the US and Europe going
out of business, slimming down, or becoming online-only.x Even new, digital-only
media are not immune. Vocativ, a news website driven by Israeli-developed “deep
web data reporting” technology, announced in 2017 that it was laying off its entire
editorial staff in a shift to video production.xi
Along with these challenges, prominent journalists and the media that employ them
in Western democracies are facing unprecedented, in recent times at least, attacks as
being biased and unreliable. Pressure on journalists in Europe increased in 2016.
According to Index on Censorship, its Mapping Media Freedom’s network of 19
correspondents and other journalists submitted a total of 301 violations of press
freedom to the database in early 2016, a 30 percent rise over the fourth quarter of
2015.xii The situation deteriorated over the year. During the third quarter of 2016, four
journalists were killed, 54 incidents of physical assault were reported, 107 media
professionals were arrested, 150 were detained and released, 112 reports of
intimidation were filed, journalistic work was censored or altered 29 times, and media
professionals were blocked from covering a story in 89 cases.xiii
The challenges facing media in non-democratic countries are well-documented and
outside the scope of this report. They will be discussed in this study in the context of
how Jewish media journalists in non-democratic countries are faring. One example
will be offered here. In 2016, a Jewish photographer for a Russian newspaper was
attacked while covering clashing pro- and anti-LGBT protests in St. Petersburg:
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“

As Frenkel screamed and called for help, surrounding officers took videos
of him and laughed. The doctors removed him from the room, so he was
no longer under surveillance cameras when one started strangling him
and the other began tying his hands in a tourniquet….
Frenkel said in a Facebook post, “While doing this, doctors, police
officers, and the NOD representative were laughing about me being
Jewish; they mocked something about Seder and circumcision…xiv

Jewish and other niche or minority group media are in no way immune from such
economic and political trends. In fact, by their very nature, because they are usually
smaller and possess fewer resources, both professional and financial, minority-group
media in Western countries are arguably feeling these effects to a greater extent than
their colleagues in mainstream journalism. On a positive note, there are indications of
increasing interest in minority media from their target audiences.

Realitatea Evreiasca, Romania
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Minority Group Journalism in the Twenty-First Century
Ethnic or minority group journalism is “the practice of journalism by, for, and about
ethnic groups.”xv It differs from mass media, which seek the widest audience, by
focusing on a niche community defined by ethnic or other affiliations, including
gender, sexual orientation, age, and the like.
In contrast to the shrinking audiences of many mainstream, legacy media outlets, a
2006 study by the Pew Research Center found growth in minority and ethnic group
journalism in the United States. The number of Hispanic daily newspapers in the US
more than doubled between 1990 and 2004, the report said.xvi It also reported “some
evidence” that other ethnic media are growing as well. The report acknowledged the
lack of definitive data but said surveys had shown that immigrants often prefer news
in their own language on television, radio, and print, and that 29 million American
adults in the US preferred using ethnic media, rather than mainstream outlets, for
their information.xvii
Since then, City University of New York has set up an urban reporting program which
has partnered with dozens of ethnic media outlets. The Center for Community and
Ethnic Media at the university's Graduate School of Journalism catalogued 270
community and ethnic media outlets in 36 languages in New York City in 2013 and
said they believed there were others.xviii
Yet the program’s director noted that ethnic media are “still relatively invisible to
media analysts, foundations, and journalism schools,” and wondered “what are the
costs to us if this trend continues?”xix
Ongoing media and political trends, particularly in the Unites States, have spawned a
recent call for more awareness and effort in the field of minority group and ethnic
journalism. In 2017, Katie Zhu, a product manager at Medium.com, a new media
startup, predicted a rise in ethnic media startups and new ventures:

“

We as an industry must invest in marginalized groups, because minorityowned media provides an important balance to the mass market stuff,
and the need for minority-owned news businesses to shape
understanding and showcase different cultures is more profound than
ever.
Readers need that nuance in perspective, we’ll come to rely on a more
diversified cross section of news leadership that truly reflects the
changing face of American society. Minorities leading news will
celebrate, reflect, and shape culture, and cultural change is the precursor
to political change.xx

Blogger Jay Caspian Kang predicted that thinning ranks in traditional, mainstream
media will harm minority representation in those media, but the perspective of
minority journalists will find an audience if new niche media are created:
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“

What’s changed is where we will publish that work and the spaces in
which we will foster new friendships and rivalries.
We, the like-minded who believe that there is value in the cliché of
speaking truth to power and value a progressive coalition over
careerism, have to start building our own shit.xxi

In Europe, several organizations, and efforts to support and promote minority
media sprung up in the early years of the twenty-first century. The European
Association of Daily Newspapers in Minority and Regional Languages was formed in
the year 2001. By 2016 it had 27 members from 11 countries who published in 12
languages.xxii Massimo Sbarbaro, founder and Managing Director of Rubedo, a
minority newspaper in Ljubljana, Serbia, said that minority newspapers should
prosper in coming years, because “a newspaper of a minority is not just a newspaper
like any other; it also gives a sense of recognition and belonging. This sense of
recognition can be turned into a ‘secret weapon’ of success.”xxiii

Are Jewish Media,
‘Minority Media’?
This study, as well as its predecessor in 2013, tries to answer the question of whether
such growth can or will occur in Jewish media in the United States and elsewhere in
the Diaspora. A complicating aspect of this question is whether Jewish media,
particularly in the United States, are in fact, “ethnic” or “minority” media. In a larger
sense, the issue echoes the position of Jews as minorities in the United States. Since
World War II, as Jews became more upwardly mobile, the perception of Jews as a
distinct ethnic minority group in the United States – by Jews and non-Jews alike – has
waned.
In recent years, American Jews have not categorized themselves as minorities, and
have in fact trumpeted their full acceptance as Americans, regardless of past ethnic or
religious affiliation. Scholars and journalists have begun revisiting that question in the
wake of resurgent anti-Semitism, and particularly attacks on Jewish journalists in the
mainstream media,xxiv as well as those in Jewish media, during the 2016 election
campaign in America. In early 2017, a rash of bomb threats targeting Jewish
community centers swept across America, which resulted in evacuations, stepped up
security, and a climate of rising fear.xxv
Anthropologist Karen Brodkin, author of the 1998 book, How Jews Became White
Folks and What That Says About Race in America, wondered in a post-2016 election
article in the Forward: “[I]s it possible that the new Trump regime will ‘unwhiten’ and
mark Jews racially on a national scale?”xxvi Sydney Brownstone, an activist journalist,
wrote while covering the Standing Rock protests against a natural gas pipeline on
Native American land in South Dakota, “I have lived for 26 years under the illusion
that I am unconditionally white, for example, and in pictures recently I have started
looking at my face and going, oh man, do I look too Jewish?xxvii
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By straightforward definition, however, Jewish media are in fact minority or niche
media, in that they focus their coverage on the events and personalities within a
specific group and explain or analyze how news events outside their community
affect their specific interest group. Most of the audiences for Jewish media, in North
America at least, are in fact Jewish.xxviii The results of this survey, however, indicate
that Jewish media outside North America must also write and broadcast for nonJewish audiences, especially in countries with small Jewish communities. This function,
writing about their communities for the outside world, was historically a feature of
American Jewish newspapers, but is not a factor today.
The status of Jews in Europe and elsewhere, especially in the wake of World War II
and the establishment of the State of Israel, has paralleled that of the American
experience. But in recent years, legal and political challenges to the position of Jews
in Europe have been rising, with issues such as the legality of kosher animal slaughter
and male circumcision raising questions as to whether Jews were equal to others in
their nations, or whether they were a minority without full legal and civil rights.
Critical views of Israel, particularly in Western Europe, have left European Jews feeling
embattled. The levels of security surrounding Jewish institutions in Europe, especially
as compared to that in the US, have further sharpened the distinctions between the
North American and European Diasporas.xxix By many accounts, anti-Semitism is on
the rise in Europe. Anti-Semitic acts in the UK and Germany soared in 2016, in part
due to Europe’s refugee crisis and the strengthening of the extreme Right, according
to a 2016 Israeli government study.xxx

Summary and Outcomes of the 2013 Survey
The 2013 “Reporting Jewish” study was the first in-depth survey research report on
Jewish media journalists in many years. The findings were based on data compiled
from an online survey of more than 120 media professionals and from one-on-one
interviews with survey respondents, to profile and analyze that group’s characteristics.
The report’s central message was that Jewish journalists and the media they worked
for were at a crossroads:

“

Because both their audiences and the technologies with which they work
are changing rapidly, Jewish media journalists are facing challenges that
are as great as any that Jewish journalists have experienced in the nearly
300 years during which the Jewish press has existed as a definable entity.xxxi
The report had significant impact. It was the keynote at the 2013 American Jewish
Press Association Conference in Seattle and received coverage from several Jewish
newspapers. Prompted by the report’s findings, the AJPA, a 60-year-old group of
more than 100 North American Jewish media organizations and professional
journalists, appointed the study’s author, who is also lead author of this report, to
chair a committee to research how and whether traditional Jewish values could aid
Jewish media professionals. From 2014 to 2015, the Hartman Institute-AJPA Ethics
Project produced research papers that have since been incorporated into the
Association’s websitexxxii and presented at annual conferences. In conjunction with the
Online News Association’s Build Your Own Ethics Code online course and app,xxxiii the
- 11 -

A World in Flux: Jewish Journalism Struggles to Survive / Shalom Hartman Institute / 2018

AJPA has created specialized study guides and questionnaires designed to help
Jewish media journalists define their ethical standards.

South African Jewish Report

Why is This Study Being Done Now?
The limitations of the original research project became clear a year when the Israel
Government Press Office held a “Jewish Media Summit” in 2014. That event drew 100
Jewish media professionals from more than 25 countries. Apart from a handful of
North American Jewish journalists at the Summit, none of the participants had taken
part in the 2013 study, nor were they aware of it. During the Summit, it became clear
that despite many similar challenges, such as dwindling circulation, competition from
technology, and rising costs,xxxiv Jewish media outside North America, particularly in
Europe, faced difficulties different from their counterparts in the United States and
Canada. Issues such as isolation from Israel and the North American Diaspora, and
anti-Semitism in their countries, were among the many topics participants discussed
on the Summit’s sidelines, even though they were not official panel session topics.xxxv
The ongoing contacts among the global assembly of journalists spawned by the
Summit gave the impetus for the current study. Marshall Weiss, Publisher of the
Dayton, Ohio, Jewish Observer, and AJPA President at the time, spearheaded creation
of a private Facebook group, International Jewish Media Forum,xxxvi for worldwide
Jewish media, to further the one-on-one conversations and contacts that had begun
at the event. The site has drawn hundreds of members and scores of conversations in
the last two years, with a notable number of posts in Spanish, as well as in Hebrew
and other languages. Participants in the Summit, critical of what they saw as the
Israeli government’s dominance of the 2014 program, created their own Facebook
page, “Unofficial Jewish Media Summit,”xxxvii to compete with the “official” pagexxxviii
created by the Israeli government. The “Unofficial Summit” page aired grievances
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with the event, with posts which linked to articles describing that participants felt the
government was attempting to seek favorable coverage of Israel by manipulating the
journalists’ personal affection for Israel.xxxix
The desire for connection among these journalists, along with the accelerating pace
of media industry changes, and political upheavals in Europe, spurred the current
research. In late 2016, the Government Press Office arranged a second Jewish Media
Summit, at which many of the issues on the sidelines of the 2014 event took center
stage. The new research project was announced at that event,xl and participants
pledged support.

Why is it Important that Jewish Journalists Succeed in Their Profession?
Journalism empowers readers with information they need to repair a broken world. It
holds a mirror up to a community, so it can see itself as it is, and offers a forum to
discuss what a better community would look like and how to bring it about. In a 1995
book assessing North American Jewish media, historian Jonathan Sarna described the
two principal aims of Jewish journalism as “communal defense and Jewish
education…forever after.”xli
Real Jewish journalism is tasked with balancing the tension found between the two
commandments in Leviticus 19:16: “You shall not be a gossipmonger among your
people; you shall not stand aside while your fellow’s blood is shed; I am the Lord.”xlii
These tasks, which Jewish media may be the best community institutions to conduct,
are essential for community health.
David Suissa, Publisher and Editor the Jewish Journal in Los Angeles, put forward the
idea at the 2014 American Jewish Press Association Conference that Jewish media are
– or at least should be – the most important contributor to Jewish continuity, for only
they can offer a much-needed neutral, fair, and public forum for airing the key issues
and challenges facing Jewish life.xliii
As is the case with all minority or niche groups, Jewish communities need a robust,
“in-house” media. It is the contention of the report's authors that journalists who
cover a community day-in and day-out can understand their peoples’ needs better
than mainstream media that “parachute in” during a crisis and then leave until the
next flashpoint. Even the best journalists from “the outside” cannot fully understand,
explain, support, and challenge self-contained communities. Yet that same
permanently embedded media must be strong, independent, trusted, and fearless
enough to discuss difficult issues. As one of the authors of the current study wrote in
2013:
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“
“

Every Jewish journalist I have met, and many others whose work and
attitudes I have researched, deeply believes in strengthening their
communities and also that honest, fair, and hard-hitting journalism is
needed to accomplish that goal.xliv
Prominent American cultural commentator Leon Wieseltier spoke specifically
about the need and value of Jewish journalism in a 2017 interview in the
Jewish Journal:
In an open society, the reporting of unpleasant truths and the criticism
of leaders is an essential feature of [democracy]. It’d be impossible to
imagine democratic life without journalism, and since Jews in the United
States have been among the groups that have kindled most ferociously
to democratic habits and practices, Jewish journalism is our community’s
way of affirming its belief in democracy and in an open society.xlv

Yet economic uncertainty, lack of community support, insufficient training, and new
external threats are just some of the reasons why Jewish journalism is facing crises of
credibility and impact. Innovative ideas, support, and funding are needed if Jewish
media are to rise to the occasion and take on the issues facing their communities.
Jewish communities across the global Diaspora are facing newly intensified pressures
and stresses in the age of global terrorism and political upheaval. Many are shrinking
in size, as members leave for Israel and other locations.xlvi In France, an “increasingly
violent wave” of anti-Semitic words and acts is threatening “the very existence of
Jewish communities there,” according to a 2017 report by Human Rights First. The
report said that anti-Semitic hate crimes in France more than doubled to 851 in
2015.xlvii

Actualite Juive, France

These communities in distress need information, comfort, and a forum for discussion
that only their own media can offer. Steve Nadjan, an editor at Actualite Juive in Paris,
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said at the 2016 Jewish Media Summit, “Two lines in the national paper are not
enough,” when there is an anti-Semitic attack.xlviii
In addition, despite the “networked world,” the results of this research show that the
issues and needs facing disparate Jewish Diaspora communities are not well known
outside their boundaries. This limits these communities’ ability to obtain legal,
financial, and spiritual support from their far-flung cousins in other countries, let
alone in the Jewish homeland of Israel.
As this study’s lead author argued in an article focusing on critiques of Jewish media
after the 2016 US presidential elections:

“

Jewish media must be an integral part of strong local and national
Jewish life in the Diaspora. Innovation and support will be needed for
these media to continue. Weak and ineffective Jewish media won’t be
the cause of a decline in Jewish life, but they will reflect its
deterioration.xlix

“

Journalists who cover both American and Israeli life are feeling
professionally whiplashed these days…. For Jewish media, there are new
equations in the face of two leaders who seek to intimidate the press…

In January 2017, on the eve of Donald J. Trump’s inauguration as US president
and with a media-related scandal swirling around Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu, Gary Rosenblatt, editor and publisher of the New York Jewish
Week wrote:

In these unsettling times, when authoritarianism is in the air here and in
Israel and the very definition of “facts” is up for individual interpretation,
the role of the responsible journalist is that much more vital. Conditions
change, new leaders appear on the scene, and the technology and
modes of communication are continuously upgraded. But the basic goal
of the journalist remains to tell the truth as best we know it and
empower the informed.

Here’s hoping that still applies.l
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History of Diaspora Jewish Media

F

OR the last 340 years, Jews across the world have been publishing periodicals
of all shades, from daily newspapers to monthlies, from community-owned
papers to business ventures. Jewish media have been religious and secular,
political and non-partisan, moderate and radical. In the past century years,
Jewish media, as with other media, moved from print to radio, TV, and now
the Internet.

The peak for Jewish media, especially in Europe, was in the interwar era, when more
than 700 publications existed, with 300 in Poland alone. In recent years, that number
has shrunk by more than two-thirds, in concert with the centralization of the world's
Jewish population in North America and Israel, which today account for more than 80
percent of the world's Jewish community. At the time of this report, our research has
found more than 120 Jewish media entities outside North America and Israel.

In the Beginning
The first Jewish paper, Gazeta de Amsterdam, appeared in Amsterdam in 1678. The
paper was published in Ladino for the city's Sephardic Jews, descendants of those
who had arrived in Amsterdam after fleeing the Inquisition in Spain and Portugal.
Several years earlier, the first Hebrew-letter type had been created in Amsterdam, so
it was no accident that the Jewish press was birthed there. Shortly thereafter, in 1686,
a Yiddish paper, Dienstagische tind Freitagische Courant, was published for
Amsterdam's Ashkenazi Jewish population, which had found refuge in Amsterdam
after fleeing anti-Semitism in Germany, Russia, and what was then known as the
Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth. The Cossack rebellion for autonomy, known as the
Chmielnicki Uprising, was especially cruel to Jewish communities caught in the
crossfire. It is estimated that as many as 500,000 Jews were killed by Cossacks,
Crimean Tartars, and local townspeople during this period (1648-1657). Though often
plagued by violence, in the centuries to follow, the Jewish communities of Europe
managed to create a flourishing press.
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The Haskalah
During the late eighteenth century and throughout the course of the nineteenth
century, Europe was engaged in a transformative period. The Age of Enlightenment
brought about innovative ideas and ways of thinking, influenced by scientific thought,
which included universal equality, rationalism, separation of church and state, and the
abandoning of constitutional monarchies. During this era, the transmission of
information to the public was key. Notable developments included Diderot's
publishing of the first encyclopedia, John Locke's Two Treatises of Government,
Voltaire's Dictionnaire Philosophique, and Adam Smith's Wealth of Nations. The trend
toward forward-thinking and innovative ideas permeated Jewish culture as well and
was marked by the revival of Hebrew as an everyday, spoken language and the
emergence of Zionism as a political entity seeking the Jewish right to selfdetermination. These developments provided Jewish journalists, theologians, and
scientists looking to spread modern thinking to the Jewish masses with never-ending
sources of ideas. It meant change was needed in the tone of Jewish periodicals, most
of which were scholarly journals of scientific thought, and literary and theatrical
criticism.
In his brochure, “Press and Jewry” (Vienna, 1882), Isidore Singer listed a total of 103
Jewish newspapers and journals. Of these, 30 were in German, 19 in Hebrew (16 in
the Diaspora and three in Jerusalem), 15 in English, 14 in Yiddish, six in Ladino, five in
French, and eight in other languages.li
The first Jewish newspaper in the modern sense of the word was published in Warsaw
in 1823. Yiddish was formally banned by the Polish government at the time; in Russia,
it was illegal to print in Hebrew. Rather than publishing in proper Yiddish, the Jewish
press in Central and Eastern Europe circumvented this setback by printing a Hebrewletter transliteration of German, a maneuver which was approved by the Polish
government.
Prior to the onset of World War One, Jewish papers consisted of information related
to the local and global Jewish communities, Zionism, and the latest news from the
Land of Israel. Incidents of anti-Semitism, information on immigration, and cultural
elements related to literature and the arts were also prominent. The first real news
agency, Neue Juedische Korrespondenz (New Jewish Correspondence), was founded
in Berlin in 1907 and served the Jewish press until shortly after the outbreak of the
War. The presence of Jewish communities in every corner of the globe offered the
opportunity for coverage from nearly every major city of Europe.
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The Interwar Period (1918-1939)
The years between the two world wars proved to be the apex of Jewish journalism in
Europe. Most notably in Poland, with its 3 million-strong Jewish community, the
Jewish press rivaled that of the non-Jewish press. No fewer than 23 Jewish dailies
appeared in Yiddish, Polish, and Hebrew. Almost every town in Poland enjoyed a
Jewish weekly devoted to social, economic, and political problems.”lii

Display of pre-WWII Polish Jewish newspapers and magazines, Polin Museum of the History of
Polish Jews, Warsaw. Photo: Alan D. Abbey

In 1917, the Jewish Telegraphic Agency was set up in The Hague. It quickly moved to
London and then moved headquarters to New York five years later. The JTA
established correspondents in nearly every major Jewish city in the world. By 1925, 38
Jewish dailies in Yiddish, Hebrew, and other languages, and 91 Jewish weeklies in
various cities subscribed to the JTA's news service. Through its arrangements with
general news agencies, the JTA reached more than 400 newspapers in every part of
the world.liii The JTA marked its one hundredth birthday in February 2017.
At the beginning of the twentieth century, after the culmination of the Haskalah
movement, publishing in Hebrew became increasingly difficult due to the political
environment and the preference of Europe's Jews to read in their everyday
vernacular, Yiddish. Hebrew-language papers outside the Land of Israel declined, as
Jewish papers reflected the Jewish community's diverse political and ideological
makeup.
Jewish newspapers focused on significant issues. Jewish suffering permeated the
pages of the press, and the papers looked to defend their communities. Their
journalists fought for the Jewish masses right for equality and supported the Zionist
movement – save for the anti-Zionist press organs.
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The Jewish press was not partial to a single political party, but they did not lack an
ideological direction. Every paper had its own ideology and focus. Although they
were never purely business entities, there were times when business flourished.
Historian Yehuda Gotthelf, in a 1980 book about that era's Jewish media, wrote that
as they were not focused on profits, almost none “glided into the abyss of the Yellow
press.”liv Yet the Jewish press of the day bore the hallmarks of a modern newspaper –
local and international news, culture, arts, sports, religion, advertising, and even the
occasional sweepstakes, which were used as a mechanism to attract wider readership.
The prize often was free passage to and tours of the Land of Israel.
In Warsaw, the premier Yiddish newspaper of the day, Haynt (Today) became the first
Jewish paper to become an organ for Polish Jewry and later the Zionist movement.
Over the course of its 33-year publishing run, from 1906-1939, some of the Jewish
world's greatest thinkers contributed to it, including Ze'ev Jabotinsky and Shalom
Aleichem. Almost all of the Jewish papers at the time contained sections for theater
and literature criticism, which were essential components of secular Polish Jewish
culture. Haynt attracted readers with its “boulevard novels,” solely for the sake of
entertainment.
The interwar years were also rife with hardship for European Jewry and the Jewish
press. While the written word flourished in Jewish culture, ever-changing borders,
successive anti-Semitic governments, and economic boycotts of Jewish life and
businesses complicated daily life. Jews were ostracized throughout most of Europe,
and economic hardship set in. As World War One ended, Poland emerged as an
independent state after its war with Ukraine. War caused political turmoil and tragedy
for Jews caught in the middle of two ethnic warring factions, which culminated in the
establishment of Congress Poland, accompanied by the Lwow Pogrom. Scores of
Jews were killed, hundreds were injured, and thousands lost their livelihoods to
looters. Haynt published information on the pogrom and used its influence in the
Polish Sejm (parliament) to hold the new government accountable. The government's
reaction was harsh – Haynt was forbidden to publish about the Lwow Pogrom. Haynt
staff ignored the order and was shut down. Stringent censorship and the banning of
printing in both Yiddish and Hebrew was popular practice (both in Poland and
Russia). Nonetheless, according to lists prepared by YIVO (the Jewish Scientific
Institute), in the last years before the outbreak of World War Two in independent
Poland alone, there were 230 periodicals in Yiddish, of which 27 were dailies, 100
were weeklies, 24 were biweeklies, and 58 were monthlies.lv Germany had about 60
weeklies, biweeklies, and monthlies.lvi
With the onset of World War Two, Jewish life and culture in Europe was either
destroyed or imprisoned – and so too, was the Jewish press. Formally, it ceased to
exist, but at least 120 papers existed in the ghetto underground and in concentration
camps during the war.lvii
The Modern Jewish Press
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With the concentration of Jewish life in Israel and North America since World War
Two, it should be no surprise that the number of periodicals in the rest of the
Diaspora has been drastically reduced. Today, counting fledgling, Internet-based
startups, our research has catalogued about 270 Jewish news entities in the Diaspora,
with 150 in North America, about 60 in Western Europe, 30 in Eastern and Central
Europe, a similar total in Latin America, and a sprinkling in Africa and Asia. Overall,
our research has catalogued 122 Jewish print periodicals, online media, and
broadcasting outlets in 35 countries and more than 20 languages in Europe, Latin
America, Africa, Asia, and Oceania. (See Appendix 1 for a complete list of Jewish
media.)

Asian Jewish Life, Hong Kong

As about 90 percent of the world’s Jews now live in Israel and North America, the
continuing existence of any Jewish media in the global Diaspora is a hopeful sign, but
they are not flourishing entities. Half the journalists we surveyed said they also work
elsewhere to supplement their income. Charities, concerned individuals, and
government support are the reasons most Jewish media exist at all.
Many Diaspora Jewish media are official organs of their country’s organized Jewish
community. For example, Czech Republic’s Rosh Codesh and Romania’s Realitatea
Evreiasca are funded by World Jewish Congress and the Ronald J. Lauder Foundation.
In Latin America and some English-speaking countries, private media companies
exist, but even there, these publications are rarely purely business ventures. David
Singer, a freelance journalist based in Sydney, told us that Australia’s leading Jewish
paper exists only because the publisher has the resources to do so.
“Publishing the paper is costing him; his heart’s just in the right place,” Singer said.lviii
Peter Menasse, editor-in-chief of Nu, a quarterly in Vienna, told us that his
publication is a hobby he enjoys doing with his friends, who double as his
colleagues.lix
- 20 -

A World in Flux: Jewish Journalism Struggles to Survive / Shalom Hartman Institute / 2018

Overall, we were impressed by the dedication of these journalists, especially
considering the conditions under which they function – limited resources,
occasionally hostile environments, and language barriers that limit their interactions
with each other and particularly with Jewish media in North America. Most answered
positively when we asked them if they supported the classic journalistic obligation to
“report things as they are, even if doing so may portray the community in a negative
way.” Virtually all said they believe that journalism can play a significant role in
improving their communities, and that they feel part of the global Jewish community.
But the evidence does not suggest a bright future. Only half of those we surveyed
said they believe that Jewish journalism has a strong future in their country, and most
of those are in English-speaking lands.

The Jewish Chronicle, London
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Jewish Media Journalists in the Diaspora and North America
For all their remoteness from one another – physical, professional, and cultural – we
found great similarities among the professional and personal makeups of Jewish
media journalists worldwide. Their goals and hopes are similar, and they have great
empathy for one another, despite the distances.
Key similarities include the core demographics of the two groups. Both skew to
middle age and older; both groups surveyed had more men than women. They are
well educated. Virtually all say that their Jewishness is a crucial factor in their lives,
even though they express it differently.
Those factors and others gave us confidence in our data and in our ability to compare
one group with the other.
Countries, Cities, Populations, Audiences, Media
The goal of this study was to survey as many Jewish journalists outside of the United
States, Canada, and Israel as possible. Given that there is a Jewish presence in 109
countries,lx however small that presence may be in any individual country, it was a
daunting task to reach every journalist for Jewish media worldwide. In preparatory
research, the Hartman Institute catalogued 122 exclusively Jewish news websites in 21
different languages. We believe this is the most current index of Jewish Diaspora
publications. (See Appendix 1) The survey captured qualitative responses from
individuals in 24 countries on six continents who report in 14 languages.

Table 1: Jewish Media Worldwide – 1904 - 2017
Region
Countries
2017 1961
1904
North America
2
150
272
213
W. Europe
14
60
257
155
E. & C. Europe
10
27
217
Asia/Pacific
3
5
4
N/A
Africa/M. East*
2
2
45
33
Latin America
6
27
124
2
Totals
37
271
600
722
Sources: 2017: Shalom Hartman Institute research, 1904:
Jewish Encyclopedia of 1906. 1961: Jewish Press of the
Diaspora. *Excludes Israel/Palestine
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Table 2: World Jewish Population 1900-2010
Region
2010
1900
North America
5,650,000
1,522,500
Europe
1,455,900
8,977,581
S. Hemisphere
191,300
389,409
Asia/M. East
5,741,500
352,340
Latin America
31,156
389,600
Totals
13,069,856 11,631,430
Source: Wikipedia
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Demographic Portrait of the Journalists
Survey respondents were middle-aged or older, with 68 percent over the age of 45.
The gender split was 60 percent male, 40 percent female. The group is highly
educated, with 58 percent of respondents reporting that they have a master's degree.
Only 5 percent did not complete an undergraduate degree. About 40 percent studied
journalism, communications, or media in university. In terms of employment, half the
respondents said they work on a freelance basis, and 42 percent said they work in
journalism full-time. The rest said they work on a freelance basis. Many survey
respondents reported working for more than one medium.
The demographic data are similar to the information gathered on Jewish media
journalists in North America that the Shalom Hartman Institute surveyed in 2013. The
demographic similarities enhance our confidence in making comparisons and
contrasts when discussing professional and values differences between the two
groups.

Table 2: Employment Status Relating to Journalism (%)
Job Status
World N. America
Full-time
42
52
Part-time
36
30
Freelance
9
10
Other
13
8
Sources: 2016-17 and 2013 Shalom Hartman Institute surveys

Table 3: Level of Education (%)
Education
High School
Some College
Bachelor’s Degree
Master’s Degree
Doctorate

World
0
5
29
58
7

N. America
1
0
46
45
7

Sources: 2016-17 and 2013 Shalom Hartman Institute surveys

Table 4: University Studies in Journalism (%)
Journalism Education
World N. America
Yes
62
57
No
38
43
Sources: 2016-17 and 2013 Shalom Hartman Institute surveys
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Table 5: The World’s Jewish Media
Medium
Newspaper
Broadcast
Internet
Blog
Magazine
Other

Total
32
19
29
11
25
8

Source: Shalom Hartman Institute survey. More than one answer
was possible.

Jewish Identity and Religious Practice
Although a journalist for Jewish media does not necessarily have to practice Judaism
or identify as being Jewish, the survey revealed that most journalists working for
exclusively Jewish media are in fact Jewish, and that religious self-identification is
important to them. More than three-quarters of the current survey respondents rated
their “Jewishness” as being extremely or very important, and more than one-third
reported regular synagogue attendance. Their observance levels showed little
affiliation with Orthodox Judaism. The majority of those surveyed said they identify
themselves as “Just Jewish” or “non-Orthodox.”

Table 5: Do you self-identify as being…? (%)
Religious Affiliation
World
N. America
Just Jewish
53
20
Modern Orthodox
13
24
Ultra-Orthodox
2
N/A
Non-Orthodox
9
40
Not Jewish
5
0
Other*
18
16
* Responses included “secular,” “non-denominational,” Reform,
Chabad/Centrist Orthodox, Zionist, and “generally having a weak
Jewish identity.”

Table 6: Aside from special occasions, how often do you
attend Jewish services? (%)
Synagogue Attendance
World
N. America
At least once a week

20

33

Once or twice a month

15

24

A few times a year

38

30

Once a year or less
Never attend synagogue
Didn’t respond

18
7
2

7
5
N/A
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Table 7: Importance of Being Jewish (%)
Rating
World
Extremely Important
40
Very Important
36
Somewhat important
13
Somewhat unimportant
5
Not at all important
0
Did not respond
6

N. America
77
15
7
1
0
0

Compared to the North American Jewish journalists surveyed in 2013, the 2017 group
is less Orthodox, attends synagogue less frequently, and is less likely to say that
Jewishness is extremely important in their lives. Yet the differences between the two
groups are not great. Similar percentages attend synagogues on a regular or
occasional basis, and large majorities say Jewishness is a key factor in their lives. We
have additional confidence in our findings, as they are similar to the attitudes toward
Jewish identity and practice as reported in study of European Jewry released in April
2018 by the Institute for Jewish Policy Research in Great Britain. The data in European
Jewish identity: Mosaic or Monolith?lxi are not directly comparable to the current
research, as the British study was exclusively of European countries, question wording
differed, and it was a general population survey, not a small-scale sample expert
study. But most of the countries in the JPR study are represented in the current
research, and some general comparisons can be made. For example, 25 percent of
respondents to the JPR study reported weekly synagogue attendance.
Journalism Experience and Qualifications
The journalists involved in both the world and North American surveys have
significant journalistic experience. In both studies, about half of the respondents
reported having worked in the industry for more than 20 years. More than half of
respondents said they work for a daily or weekly newspaper, with the next most
popular response being “Internet-based news.” Job titles encompassed the gamut of
positions available in the media industry. Notably, almost all the journalists reported
having multiple job duties. In addition to the traditional journalistic roles of editor,
reporter, and columnist, respondents said they also work in digital and social media,
write blogs, and create podcasts.
Our results skewed toward the upper end of the field. More than one-third said they
are editors-in-chief of their respective publications. They also do regular reporting,
blogging, and social media work in addition to holding senior editorial positions, and
work in multiple media, including traditional newspapers, online news, magazines,
blogs, and podcasts. In addition, about half of the 2017 respondents, as was the case
in 2013, report having another paid position, even if their media job is full-time.
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Table 8: Journalism Experience Levels (%)
Years
World
Less than 1 year
2
1-5 years
5
6-10 years
15
11-20 years
25
20+ years
53

N. America
0
18
9
26
46

Table 9: Media Ownership (%)
Type
Private
Community Owned (Jewish)
Community (Non-Jewish)
Did Not Know

N. America
44
17
36
3

World
33
30
33
4

Nearly two-thirds of 2017 respondents said the media organization that was their
primary employer was owned by their Jewish community or other community entity.
Only one-third said they worked for private, for-profit companies. The picture differs
in North American Jewish media. Nearly half are in private hands, and fewer than 20
percent are owned by Jewish community entities.
The wearing of multiple hats and external income sources are accounted for by the
small size of most of the media we surveyed, and that large percentages of them are
owned by not-for-profit organizations. Yet small or not, the phenomenon of
journalists needing extra income is increasingly true across the global media
landscape, regardless of media type or size. According to the Pew Research Center,
veteran journalists have been seeking employment outside traditional journalism, and
new journalists are being cautioned against embarking on a career into their chosen
field.lxii The reasoning is stark and well-founded. In 2004, the average US news
reporter earned $31,000 annually. A decade later, the average salary had only
increased by about $4,000.lxiii During that same time, the number of news reporters in
the US decreased by about 10,000 positions.
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Journalists and the Jewish Community
THE RELATIONSHIP between a Jewish journalist and his or her community is not easy
to navigate or explain. If the relationship that the survey respondents have with the
respective communities was expressed in Facebook terms, it would say, “Relationship
status – it's complicated.”
On one hand, Jewish journalists are primed to be valuable purveyors of critical
information. Their inherent advantage is that they are organic parts of the
communities they report on. They have the advantage of speaking the same
“language” as their readers, and have intimate knowledge of the community an
outsider does not have. On the other hand, it is precisely these elements that can
serve to undermine good reporting. The ability of the Jewish journalist to be critical
and unbiased is called into question, as is their willingness to cover a certain story at
all if there is a chance that it might conflict with their personal views or relationships
within the community.
In comparison to the North American journalists surveyed in 2013, current survey
respondents were generally unwilling to act as a “detached observer,” and be an
adversary of community leaders. They were more willing to set the community
agenda than their North American counterparts and more willing to support Israel.

Table 10: What is your level of Jewish knowledge?
Answers
World
N. America
Excellent
11%
46%
Very Good
28%
25%
Good
48%
29%
Fair
13%
0%
Poor
0
2%

Table 11: What Should a Jewish News Organization Do?
Answers
Support Israel
Support the community
Be a “detached observer”
Set the agenda for local Jewish communities
Encourage aliyah to Israel
Be an adversary of community leaders
Refrain from publishing some stories, even if they are true

World
3.07
2.88
2.44
2.41
2.28
2.05
1.87

N. America
2.43
3.65
3.70
2.08
2.21
2.11
1.89

Full question: Please assess your beliefs about media organizations and their role within the community.
Should media organizations….? Answers were on a scale of 1-5, with 1 indicating the least agreement,
and 5 indicating the most agreement.
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Ant Katz, editor of the Johannesburg-based South African Jewish Report, told us that
he considers himself “guilty” of occasionally applying an additional filter to real
journalism, “by asking myself whether a story, which I know will be in the
community's interest, is in the best interests of the community to be told.”lxiv Despite
Katz's remark that at times he does not engage in what he refers to as real
journalism, a filter may be needed to provide needed protection to community
members facing potentially life-altering or threatening consequences. Katz cited an
incident in which members of a South Africa-based BDS organization were actively
trying to charge South African-Israeli citizens and members of the Israel Defense
Forces with treason, based on a South African mercenary law. Because the act of
publishing the article could have had legal ramifications for young members of the
South African Jewish community, Katz decided against publishing the article. Most
Jewish journalists undergo similar internal debates concerning the cause and effect of
publishing certain content.
Other journalists were not so forthcoming in admitting to filtering their content.
When asked what the three most important roles of a Jewish journalist are, the most
often used words were honesty, objectivity, and truthfulness. Defending Israel and
explaining Israel and the Jewish community to non-Jews were added themes that
arose from the question.
Our survey specifically asked the journalists if they felt it was within the realm of their
media organizations to support both their local communities and Israel. The results
were clear, with more than 60 percent of respondents in strong agreement or
agreement with each question, respectively. Another approach is not to touch on the
subject at all. One Romanian journalist told us, “I don't discuss Israel because it's not
my specialty. I try to see things from a distance. I don't judge, because I don't live
there.”

Jewish Journalism is a Labor of Love, Not Money
The risks of Jewish journalism in the non-North American Diaspora do not exist only
in the context of physical and emotional attacks. There is also a considerable financial
risk involved. The fact that 26 of the 55 journalists that we surveyed have another
paying job is proof that a career solely as a Jewish journalist doesn’t pay the bills.
Andrea Ghita, a Romanian journalist, is a retired physicist and physics professor. She
told us that she is not paid for her work, but she believes it is her obligation as the
granddaughter of Holocaust victims to educate Romanians about the Jewish world.

“

I make these programs for non-Jewish people…if I do not produce these
things [who will?]. As long as I live I will propagate the memory of the
Holocaust.
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Journalist David Singer said that Robert Magid, owner of Australian Jewish News and
a well-known real estate developer in Australia, is losing money on the newspaper.
“He has the means to do it, and his heart is in the right place,” Singer said. Magid
recently produced a 50-minute movie, “Eyeless in Gaza,” which aimed at exposing
what he felt was anti-Israel bias in media coverage of the 2014 war between Hamas
and Israel.
Peter Menasse, the editor-in-chief of Nu, a quarterly in Vienna, said publishing the
magazine is strictly a hobby and something that he enjoys doing along with his
friends, who also double as colleagues.
“The magazine is 100 percent not-for-profit,” Menasse said. “One of the most
important aspects of producing the magazine is explaining current events not only to
the local Jewish community, but also to the broader Viennese community.” Menasse,
a public relations professional, said 30 percent of the magazine’s readers are not
Jewish.

Table 11: Role as a Jewish Community Journalist
World
I believe that journalism can play an important role in improving the
3.54
Jewish community
I believe that Jewish journalism has a strong future in my
2.83
community/country
I see my role as primarily explaining and defending Judaism to non-Jews
2.78
in my community/country
I feel free to report critically on Israel
2.76
I should report things as they are, even if doing so may portray the
2.66
community in a negative way
I would write a story that is critical of Israel*
2.64
I have been pressured by the community not to report a story that may
2.33
portray the Jewish community or prominent individuals in a bad light
I see my role as supporting the Jewish community and not being critical
2.08
of it
I have been ordered by my media organization not to report a story that
may portray the Jewish community or prominent individuals in a bad
1.86
light
A Jewish community journalist should not produce material that is
1.86
critical of Israel
I find it difficult to be a journalist and a member of the Jewish
1.81
community at the same time

N. America
3.40
2.68
N/A
2.73
2.89
2.73
2.34
1.71
1.90
1.56
1.67

2017 Survey results are based on an answer scale from 1-5, with 1 being the lowest amount of intensity, and 5 being
the most intensive. Results from 2013 were based on a scale from 1-4. The 2017 results have been adjusted to
permit comparisons between the two surveys. *In 2013, this question was phrased: “I feel free to report critically on
Israel.”
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In varying degrees, one can conclude that there is an inherent risk and reward in
Jewish journalism. On one hand, by writing about the Jewish community and Israel;
one is undoubtedly exposing themselves to anti-Semitism; however, with risk there is
often reward, and Jewish journalism offers journalists the opportunity to work with
subject matter that is often close to their hearts and morally fulfilling.

“

What are the three most important roles of a Jewish journalist?
To tell the news truthfully without pressure from the community. To
promote Israel but be allowed to be critical. To help with interfaith
relations.

Our survey respondents generally disagreed with the statement, “I find it
difficult to be a journalist and a member of the Jewish community at the same
time.” Jewish journalists across the board feel that their trade can have a positive
impact and serve to improve the Jewish community.
One of the Diaspora Jewish media’s most essential functions, according to our survey
and interviews, is defending their communities from anti-Semitic attitudes and
speaking about their issues to the “outside world,” the non-Jewish majorities in their
home countries.
In France, particularly, mainstream media indifference to violence against Jews has
been widely cited. In the wake of an attack on an eight-year-old Jewish boy in France
in early 2018, Marc Knobel, a historian and director of studies at CRIF, the FrenchJewish communal body, wrote:

“

Does it concern only the Jewish community when an 8-year-old child is
assaulted because he wears a kippah and is a Jew? Why should only
Jews react and feel concerned by such an assault? Should the nation be
insensitive when children are assaulted — black, white, Christian, Muslim,
Jewish, other?lxv

When asked about reporting critically on Israel, the groups are torn, showing a
split in opinion on whether a Jewish journalist's role is to report negatively or
critically about Israel and their local community. The question arises: Are these
journalists’ ideals at odds with each other? On one hand, they feel that reporting the
truth holds precedent over portraying their communities and Israel in a positive light.
At the same time, they feel that their role as journalists serves to improve the
community. Can reporting a negative story from within the Jewish community serve
to improve it? Can being critical toward Israel from the Diaspora be a benefit? These
are the challenges that Jewish journalists grapple with daily.
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Engagement with Israel
THE COMMON denominator uniting Jewish journalists across the Diaspora is a deep
relationship with Israel. Jewish journalists are likely to have visited Israel on several
occasions. In our most recent study, 94 percent had visited Israel at least three times
or more - a staggering statistic. Their willingness to return to the country multiple
times suggests that their relationship goes far beyond that of the typical tourist.
Yet, despite what could be described as a “familiarity” with Israel, fewer than half have
studied the country in a formal, educational setting. One might conceive that lifelong
familiarity with Israel supersedes traditional study methods. It is undeniable that Israel
is at the center of one of the most, if not the most, complicated geopolitical conflicts
in the world. Jewish journalists may be in need of further training or education related
to Israel?

Table 12: Connection to Israel
Questions
Caring about Israel is very important to me
Israel is the spiritual center of the Jewish people
Diaspora and Israeli Jews share a common destiny

World
3.54
3.23
3.09

N. America
3.29
2.80
2.75

Complete question: How much do you agree with the following statements…? 2017 survey results are based on
an answer scale from 1 to 5, with 5 representing the greatest intensity of feeling. Results from 2013 were
based on a scale from 1 to 4. Results have been adjusted to permit comparisons between the two surveys.
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Knowledge of Israel
and Connection to Israel
One of the most surprising findings of our survey is that non-North American
journalists have a uniquely robust relationship with the State of Israel. Their
connection is stronger compared to their North American counterparts. What is the
main factor driving this difference? Their closer proximity to the country, the fact that
their communities are smaller, and more threatened? These questions are still
unanswered.
What we do know is:

90%
77%

Have visited Israel at least three or more times.

Say Israel is the spiritual center of the Jewish people.

94%

Say caring about Israel is very important to them.

72%

Say Israeli and Diaspora Jews share a common destiny.

One driving factor behind the stronger relationship to Israel among the non-North
American group could be connected to their broader communities. Our one-on-one
interviews with respondents uncovered key elements about their association with
Israel.
In Australia, a community touted for its thriving Jewish community, boasting many
different Jewish and Zionist institutions, journalist David Singer said that his country
has the highest per capita rate of aliya to Israel. Romanian journalists mentioned high
rates of aliya in their communities. When asked about the future of the community in
Romania, one journalist suggested that some might return from Israel to strengthen
the community, although this statement came with a heavy dose of optimism and a
shroud of doubt.
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Many journalists from European countries boasted of Hebrew studies in their
community schools and of the high-level of interest that Israel has garnered amongst
the youth. The previously referenced JPR study found that depending on country,
from 17 percent (Hungary) to 45 percent (Belgium) send their children to Jewish
schools.lxvi
Core curriculums often include Jewish studies coupled with Israeli history. Each of the
eleven journalists from eight countries that took part in individual interviews over the
telephone mentioned that sizable portions of the young people in their communities
have a growing interest in studying in Israel (in addition to the United States and the
UK), with the exception of Hong Kong, whose largely expatriate Jewish community is
predominantly under the age of eighteen.
The JPR study noted that 87 percent of European Jews reported having visited Israel,
a percentage close to that of the current study respondents, 90 percent said that
feeling part of the Jewish people is important to them, and 81 percent said that
supporting Israel is important. lxvii
Criticism of Israel:
Is It Legitimate?
Criticism of Israel has been a popular study in the media of late. As BDS (Boycott,
Divest, and Sanctions) movements have gained traction by advocating that artists,
athletes, companies, universities, states, and countries sever ties with Israel, the proIsrael crowd at its highest levels has tried to combat it. Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu has openly expressed his concern at what he sees as an unyielding effort
to delegitimize the State of Israel, and has vocally declared war against BDS. The proIsrael community has shifted the BDS debate to a discussion about what constitutes
proper criticism. The question at hand: what differentiates between being anti-Israel
or being an anti-Semite?
To discern between fair and unfair criticism of Israel, Natan Sharansky, head of the
Jewish Agency for Israel, coined the “3D’s” test, which has been largely adopted by
the greater pro-Israel community, including the Anti-Defamation League. The three
D’s stand for delegitimization, demonization, and double standards; each of which
would constitute a conversation defined by Sharansky as being based on antiSemitism and would therefore fall into the “unfair criticism” category.
According to the ADL, legitimate criticism is centered around calling into question
Israeli policy. The reigning ideology: Israel, as a democratic country, should be subject
to all the inherent rights granted to citizens of democratic countries, including
freedom of speech and expression, which can in turn equate to criticizing the
government. Therefore, criticizing Israeli policies in areas like the West Bank and East
Jerusalem would be legitimate. However, saying that Israel does not have the right to
exist because of these policies would tip the debate into the realm of illegitimacy, as
it would fall under the classification of “delegitimization.”
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Israel marked the victory of the Six Day War in 1967 along with 50 years of ruling over
the West Bank and 2.1 million Palestinians in 2017. On this anniversary, which
garnered worldwide attention, the critical issue of how to end a conflict that has
remained stalemated is as pertinent as ever. Israelis and the greater global
community are not only reflecting on the past, but the present and future, as well.
When it comes to Jewish journalism, it should come as no surprise that opinions span
the spectrum when it comes to the Holy Land. Yet, despite the country's complexities,
and the nuances that one must engage in when reporting on it, some choose to mute
their criticism. In our survey, 54 percent of respondents said they either strongly
agree or agree they would have the freedom to report critically on Israel. Despite this
statistic, nearly 30 percent would refuse to publicize a piece critical of Israel on their
own accord.
Andrea Ghita, a producer for the Romanian television program, “Baabel,” said she
avoids Israel in her reporting, as she lives at a distance from it. “I don't discuss Israel
because it's not my specialty. I don't judge because I don't live there,” she said.lxviii
Yossi Klein Halevi, a senior research fellow at the Shalom Hartman Institute and a
frequent commentator on the relationship between American and Israeli Jews, has
called for Diaspora Jews to take a flexible and cautious approach to critiquing Israel.

“

Israelis live in the most dangerous and inhospitable region on the planet
and so must be tough. American Jews live in the most benign and
welcoming environment Jews have ever known, and so must be flexible.
- Yossi Klein Halevilxix

When it comes to validated criticism, there is an emphasis inevitably placed on two
things: values and shared experience. While the Jewish Diaspora may share in the
same set of Jewish values as their Israeli cousins, their experiences have undoubtedly
been different. It should be said that this, too, varies in Diaspora communities.
In reflection, when reporting on Israel from within the Jewish community, there is a
paradox. Survey results show that Israel can be a topic which can foster unity, but it
also can be inherently divisive. It is up to the journalists to decide how best to
mitigate the conversation depending on their audiences and local communities.
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Issues Facing Israel
Table 13: Issues Facing Israel
Israeli-Palestinian Conflict
Influence of Ultra-Orthodox/Haredi Jews
Nuclear threat from Iran
Perception of Israel by the UN
Lack of concern about Diaspora outside N. America
Government recognition of non-Orthodox Judaism
Encouraging aliyah to Israel

World
4.47
4.12
3.98
3.96
3.84
3.70
3.41

N. America
N/A
4.05
4.09
N/A
N/A
3.73
N/A

Respondents rated their belief of the importance of each issue facing Israel. Respondents
based their answers on a five-point scale with 1 being “Not at All Important,” 3 being “Neutral,”
and 5 being “Very Important.”

Respondents described all the issues mentioned in the survey as important to Israel,
and most responses from 2017 are in concert with those made by the North
American group in 2013. Given the similarities between the two groups, the
differences in emphasis are explained by the period in which each survey was
conducted. By 2017, the perceived growth of influence of Israel's ultra-Orthodox
community had jumped in intensity. The perceived threat from Iran dipped in 2017,
after US President Obama secured an agreement from the Iranians, despite the
intensity of opposition to the Iran accord from Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu. With President Trump’s abrogation of America’s abrogation of the Iran
pact, it is possible that our survey’s relative sanguinity about Iran may reverse itself.
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Jewish Journalists and Anti-Semitism
ANTI-SEMITISM was not covered in the 2013 survey of North American Jewish
journalists. At the time, anti-Semitism was not perceived to be of significant concern
in North America. By 2017, the working environment for Jewish journalists worldwide
was becoming more challenging, based on the reality of increased anti-Semitic
incidents worldwide, particularly in Europe.
The findings of our survey were troubling. Even though many of the people we spoke
with put on a brave face, the survey data show an undercurrent of anti-Semitism and
fear on their part. There is no comparative data against which to compare it, but
anecdotal and continuing evidence from other studies show elevated levels of antiSemitism, particularly in Europe. A July 2017 study from a UK monitoring group
reported the highest recorded level of anti-Semitic crime in British history.lxx

40%
25%
50%

Experienced some form of anti-Semitism during their work as a
journalist.

Feel that their chosen profession as a Jewish journalist put
them at personal risk.

Have been threatened via social media.

The rise in anti-Semitic activity in Europe and the United States seems to have been
sparked by, among other events, the 2014 war between Israel and Hamas in Gaza, a
rise in neo-nationalism in eastern and western Europe, and the election of Donald
Trump in the US in 2016. Two notable events outside Israel were the killing of tourists
at the Jewish museum in Brussels in 2014 and the murder of six civilians at Paris’
Hyper Cacher kosher grocery store in 2015.
A 2016 ADL study of anti-Semitism worldwide which surveyed anti-Semitic attitudes
in more than 100 countries found that 24 percent of Western Europeans and 34
percent of Eastern Europeans harbored anti-Semitic views and stereotypes.lxxi The
Middle East and Northern Africa had the highest rating of anti-Semitic views, with an
overall index of 74 percent, a total equivalent to 200 million people. Israel's Diaspora
Affairs Ministry said that the number of reported anti-Semitic attacks in Germany
doubled from 2015 to 2016.
A World Jewish Congress study found that over the course of 2016, 382,000 antiSemitic posts were posted to social media platforms –one post every 83 seconds.
Sixty percent of those posts occurred on Twitter,lxxii a platform used increasingly by
journalists to share breaking news, as well as published pieces.
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A 2018 study by the Kantor Center for the Study of Contemporary European Jewry at
Tel Aviv University highlighted a strengthening of the extreme right in Europe,
“accompanied by slogans and symbols reminiscent of the 1930s” and “the intensity of
the anti-Jewish sentiments expressed in a variety of ways [...] especially on street
demonstrations.”lxxiii

“

The general feeling shared by Jews, as individuals and as members of
their respective communities, is that anti-Semitism has entered a new
phase, and is rampant in most parts of the world, in many forms that are
a cause for concern…. Expressions of classic traditional anti-Semitism are
back and, for example, the term “Jew” has become a swear word.
- Kantor Center for the Study of Contemporary European Jewrylxxiv

Not only were there overall increases in anti-Semitic activity across Western
democracies and other countries, a rise in anti-Semitic acts and pressure specifically
directed at Jewish journalists across Europe and even North America has been widely
catalogued in the last 18 months.
Jewish journalists in both mainstream and Jewish media in the United States came
under significant social media and anti-Semitic pressure throughout the 2016 US
presidential campaign. According to a study by the ADL, at least 800 journalists
received anti-Semitic tweets with an estimated reach of 45 million impressions. The
top 10 most targeted journalists, all of whom are Jewish but do not work in Jewish
media, received 83 percent of the anti-Semitic tweets.lxxv

“

While anti-Semitism was primarily directed at journalists who are
Jewish (or perceived to be Jewish), non-Jewish journalists also
received anti-Semitic tweets following criticism of Mr. Trump –
presumably intended to be either an insult or threat. This is likely
connected to the anti-Semitic tropes related to Jews “controlling” the
media, and the media “controlling” the government.
- ADL Task Force on Harassment and Journalismlxxvi

In 2017, journalists and others worried that this trend would continue through the
onset of the Trump Administration. Jane Eisner, editor of the Forward, wrote, “I am
too afraid of the anti-Semitism directed toward me and my fellow journalists from
those who now are cheering the prospect of a Trump administration….”lxxvii
As 2018 began, a controversial law in Poland relating to permitted ways of discussing
World War Two and the Holocaust caused not only a diplomatic rift with Israel, but
also gave rise to outbursts of anti-Semitism in the Polish media. A journalist for a
Polish radio station wrote about the “war with the Jews.” Poland’s state-owned
television station apologized to the Israeli ambassador after posting a tweet alleging
that the Jewish opposition to the law was part of an attempt to seize Polish
property.lxxviii
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With that situation as background, the data we recorded gave added cause for
concern. Forty percent of respondents surveyed said they had experienced some
form of anti-Semitism during their work as a journalist, and about one-quarter felt
that their chosen profession as a Jewish journalist put them at personal risk. Half of
the respondents surveyed said they had been threatened via social media.
It is notable that it was far more common for respondents to have experienced antiSemitism stemming from something they had written about Israel, compared to a
piece that was published about their local community.

Table 14: World Journalists’ Perceptions of Anti-Semitism (%)
Questions
Do you feel that your work as a Jewish journalist puts you at
personal risk?
Has the level of personal risk increased over the last year?
Have you ever personally experienced anti-Semitism in your work
as a journalist?
Have you ever been attacked or threatened on social media
because of your work as a Jewish journalist?
Have you ever been attacked or threatened because of
something that you wrote or produced about Israel?
Have you ever been attacked or threatened because of
something you wrote or produced about local community issues?

Yes

No

N/A

25

67

8

25

67

8

40

52

8

42

50

8

34

58

8

21

71

8

The journalists’ reaction to their experiences of anti-Semitism was reserved. Small
numbers reported taking tangible action when it came to self-protection – either
physically, at home, or in the online world. Yet as we combed through Jewish news
websites from the countries we studied, we rarely found bylines on articles.
Table 15: Have you taken steps to protect yourself from anti-Semitism? (%)
Answers
Yes
Increased your anonymity
22
Added security (i.e. bodyguard, security system at home, etc.)
6
Remove contact and/or personal information in my publications
20
Deleted or refrained from creating a social media account
18
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Overall, the group was most comfortable naming themselves as a Jewish journalist to
politicians in their respective countries. The trepidation was 10 percent higher when
speaking with non-Jewish members of the community and business people.
Table 16: How do you feel about identifying yourself as a Jewish journalist? (%)
Answers
Yes
When speaking with political figures?
86
When speaking with business figures?
73
When talking to the non-Jewish community?
75

No
4
16
15

N/A
10
12
10

Changing Environment
for their Work
We asked our respondents to give us a “yes or no” answer as to whether they felt
disconnected to other Diaspora communities, as well as to Israel. Overwhelmingly,
the journalists told us they felt connected to both. Eighty-percent answered “yes”
when asked, “Do you feel you are part of the global Jewish community?” When asked,
“Do you feel isolated from other Jewish diaspora communities,” sixty-nine percent
said “no.” Finally, eighty-nine percent answered “no,” when asked if they felt isolated
from Israel. These data to some degree contradict the anecdotal information we
gathered in interviews and at the 2014 and 2016 Jewish Media Summits in Jerusalem,
in which individuals expressed dissatisfaction with their relationships with other
Jewish journalists and with Israel. We believe the survey data reflect a hopeful view
for the future.
As a follow-up to the three questions concerning connectedness to the greater
Jewish community, we asked respondents to give an open-ended response as to
what might keep them connected to the Jewish community worldwide. Despite the
elevated level of connection, the journalists said they felt to one another, there is
room for improvement. Many respondents mentioned increased connectivity via
social media, others suggested that more events be held hosting Jewish media
members from across the globe, and better networking. Given the comments, it was
also clear that for those privileged to have attended the Israeli government’s Jewish
Media Summitslxxix in 2014 and 2016, the event had a positive effect on the way
respondents felt about their overall connectedness.
At the same time, attendees at the conferences expressed frustration at a lack of indepth coverage of their communities in the American Jewish press. American Jewish
journalists said they lacked the resources to do more. As for interest in Israel of the
Diaspora, Israeli Education Minister Naftali Bennet and others said that there is little
interest in Israel in Jewish culture elsewhere, other than reports of anti-Semitism. “The
reality is that your average Israeli does not think much about Diaspora Jews,” Bennet
said.lxxx
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Does Jewish Journalism Have a Future?
ONE OF THE looming questions at hand is what the future of Jewish journalism will
be in the global Diaspora, including in North America. The sustainability of the Jewish
media will rely heavily on the size and locations of its varied audiences. Based on
changing politics, the history of the Jewish people and the nature of their migration
to all corners of the globe, there is reason to be skeptical that the future for Jewish
media outside North America is bright. Over the past century, Jewish life in Europe,
North America, and Israel have undergone massive transformations and that change
continues to occur today.
In Europe, the aftermath of the Holocaust revealed a near-complete destruction of
Jewish life. Especially in Eastern Europe, in what was the homeland of the majority of
world Jewry, virtually every semblance of Jewish life was wiped out. Most survivors
could no longer bear memories of what occurred in their homelands and fled. The
ones who stayed saw their Judaism suppressed by communism.
Most of the 500,000 World War Two Jewish refugees sought refuge in Palestine and
awaited their future in displaced persons camps in Europe. It wasn’t until the
establishment of the State of Israel in 1948 that immigration could officially, legally,
begin again. About 410,000 Jews (the majority being European Jews)lxxxi immigrated
to the newly created State of Israel from 1948 to 1950. The influx brought the total
number of Jews in Israel to 806,000.lxxxii Flash forward to 2018, and there are more
than 7 million Jews living in Israel – a number that couldn’t have been fathomed
seventy years prior.
While peering seventy years into the future is impossible, a few trends must be
considered. Some communities are on the verge of extinction. Most notably in
Poland, Romania, and the Czech Republic, where Jewish populations number only a
few thousand despite their rich Jewish history and formerly sizeable numbers, the
future for Jews is uncertain at best. Rising anti-Semitism in Europe has also had an
influence on immigration to Israel in the twenty-first century. France, home to the
world’s third largest Jewish community, has seen a rise in aliya to Israel – 7,200 and
7,800 French Jews moved to Israel during 2015 and 2016, respectively.
In the wake of the deadly 2015 attacks on Jews in France, The Atlantic Magazine’s
editor, Jeffrey Goldberg, wrote a lengthy article titled, "Is It Time for the Jews to Leave
Europe?" It reached a grim conclusion:
I am predisposed to believe that there is no great future for the Jews in
Europe, because evidence to support this belief is accumulating so
quickly. But I am also predisposed to think this because I am an American
Jew—which is to say, a person who exists because his ancestors made a
run for it when they could.lxxxiii
Underlining that point, Goldberg “resurfaced” the article on the main pages of the
Atlantic’s website in March 2018, after the gruesome, anti-Semitic murder of an
elderly Holocaust survivor in Paris.lxxxiv
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An interactive map with the article showed Jewish population totals in Europe from
pre-World War Two days to 2013. The map’s color scheme – with a deep purple
showing a heavy presence, ranging to white showing virtually no Jews, told the story.
Before the war, much of Europe showed as a purplish-black; seventy years later, pale
lavender and white dominated on the map.
As part of the individual interview process of our study, we asked journalists how they
felt about the future of Jewish journalism in their country? Only two individuals
offered a positive outlook for the future. Some answers that were given were
noticeably ambiguous and were peppered with “if…then” statements.

“
“

If we can sustain democracy, then our communities will grow and
flourish.
- Czech Republic

If we can attract a wider non-Jewish readership, then we will be OK.
- Belgium

Smaller communities today are lacking in funds and resources more readily
available in the United States, Canada, and in Israel than in Europe or Asia.
Since the late 1980s, the Lauder Foundation has built dozens of kindergartens,
schools, and institutions for higher education, mostly in the former Soviet Union, but
also in parts of Central Europe, where communities are struggling to attract active
participants in Jewish life. Nevertheless, world Jewish population has consolidated
itself in Israel and North America, and that trend is likely to continue.
Alongside the precarious future of Jewish communities overall, the future of Jewish
media itself is in question, even in the lively Jewish communities of the US and
Canada. Traditional Jewish newspapers are struggling everywhere. Some communities
have closed their Jewish papers and replaced them with lifestyle magazines that
avoid traditional news reporting. The Jewish Federation of Greater Seattle announced
in 2015 that it would shutter the 90-year-old JTNews in the same month as it released
a study which showed the region’s Jewish community had grown by 70 percent in the
Twenty-First century.lxxxv Jewish community federations in North America have been
selling or giving over management of their newspapers to business groups, in a
fashion similar to the consolidation of mainstream daily newspapers.
On the other hand, Jewish Internet news media sites, podcasts, and other programs
have cropped up in the past decade and continue to do so. However, many of the
pioneering sites from the early 2000s have not survived, and the future of such media
is not guaranteed.
Add the questionable future of smaller and struggling Jewish communities in Europe
and Asia to these factors of a changing media industry, and the future for non-North
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American Diaspora Jewish media is bleak. Even though it is highly doubtful that
communities in Europe will ever reinvent themselves to resemble the robust Jewish
life of old, history has taught us that nothing is impossible. The Jewish people
reinvented themselves in Israel after World War Two. A full discussion of the
“Jewishness” of Israeli media must be left for a different time, but there is lively
discussion of Jewish life and Jewish values in these media. An optimistic view based
on the development of such new “Jewish” media in the Jewish state can lead to the
conclusion that wherever new Jewish communities appear, the Jewish media will be
close by.
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Conclusions and Recommendations
The Jewish media journalists of the Diaspora are dedicated to defending and telling
the stories of their communities, despite great odds. Their future is not assured, but
they won’t go away without a fight. That said, there are concrete steps that can be
taken to shore up their resources, provide them with greater outlets for their material,
and to connect them to Israel and the North American Diaspora.
If their work can be brought to the “outside world,” the global Jewish community will
have a greater awareness of the challenges their cousins across Europe, Asia, Africa,
and Latin America are facing. Financial and technical support is needed to curate,
translate, and distribute the best of their work. The global Jewish community has a
centuries-long track record of working and communicating across continents before
the age of telecommunications and the Internet. This legacy is a cause for optimism.
There are many emerging examples of cooperative news reporting and distribution in
the mainstream and Internet media that can be models for the global Jewish
community. In Europe, the Journalism Funders Forum aims to bring media together
with philanthropists to “point them towards cooperation opportunities.”lxxxvi A related
organization, the European Journalism Centre, is looking to spread innovative ideas,
bring “siloed” organizations together, and connect philanthropists with media
enterprises.lxxxvii A major cooperative effort, “The New Arrivals,” by The Guardian, Le
Monde, El País, and Spiegel Online, followed the lives of refugees as they settle across
Europe.lxxxviii
Minority and ethnic organizations in Europe could be resources for the Jewish papers.
Groups such as the European Centre for Minority Affairs,lxxxix South East Europe Media
Organisation,xc and the Media Diversity Institute,xci and Midas, The European Assoc
iation of Daily Newspapers in Minority and Regional Languagesxcii are only the tip of
the iceberg.
The International Press Institute and the European Centre for Press and Media
Freedom launched a fund of up to €450,000 in 2018 to support cross-border
investigative journalism in the European Union.xciii The Omidyar Network in 2017
announced a $100 million fund to improve trust in journalism. Its first grant of $4.5
million went to the International Consortium of Investigative Journalists, the group
that conceived and managed the reporting on the “Panama Papers.”xciv
The US-based Center for Cooperative Media launched a databasexcv in 2018 with
information about 94 news collaborations among more than 800 organizations and
151 individuals at its inception. Project Facet, “an open source infrastructure project
that supports newsrooms in managing the logistics of creating, editing and
distributing content, managing projects and facilitating collaborative relationships,”
launched in 2018.xcvi Other models may include, Local Independent Online News
Publishersxcvii and the Institute for Nonprofit News.xcviii
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In the Jewish media world, two international Jewish media “summits” were arranged
in Israel by the Government Press Office, in 2014 and in 2016. While the response
from summit participants was mixed, the idea of getting such groups together has
planted the seed for greater cooperation and improved relationships in the future.
Especially as these are media entities, however, the Israeli government, indeed any
government, is not the best partner for such a project. There is always a concern that
government will seek to control the outcome of media projects. Further, the two
Media Summits came after a gap of many years since a prior effort. In 2018, the
Israeli government switched its focus from Jewish media to convene a Christian
media summit in Jerusalem. The Netanyahu administration has placed a great deal of
emphasis on building relationships with Christians, primarily politically conservative
US evangelicals. The priorities of any government organization may change as
administrations are replaced.
For any of these ideas to take root among Jewish media in the Diaspora, however,
several things must happen. Struggling and isolated media organizations cannot
blithely join international organizations, travel to conferences, apply for grants, and
connect with each other. A new, international organization devoted to supporting
Jewish media needs to be created and funded by Jewish philanthropic organizations.
The entity should include media representatives from multiple countries on its board.
It should coordinate with existing Jewish and media organizations such as the
American Jewish Press Association. Once it is proven, this international Jewish media
consortium should be the entity to organize Jewish Media Summits, and to hold
large-scale and small-scale events not only in Israel, but in Europe, North America,
and elsewhere. Numerous media entities, such as European Journalism Centre, can
offer the model for such educational and advocacy leadership.
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Study Methodology
The data in this report are based on the findings of an online survey and follow-up
telephone interviews with dozens of journalists for Jewish media. The questionnaire
was based on the survey developed for the 2013 study, Reporting Jewish: Do
Journalists Have the Tools to Succeed,xcix written by the current report’s lead author.
New questions were added, and others were adapted to reflect the state of affairs in
Jewish Diaspora communities and Israel in 2016 and 2017.
The online surveyc was created in English via Surveymonkey.com's online survey
platform. In December 2016, the survey was sent out from the email accounts of the
study’s authors to 259 unique email addresses collected by the Shalom Hartman
Institute via individualized and personalized emails. The questionnaire was translated
into Spanishci and was sent in January 2017 to Spanish speakers from the original
contact list, offering respondents an opportunity to respond to questions in their
native language. After two weeks, a second-round email blast was sent to encourage
response rates. Each survey was the subject of two emails. A sample questionnaire is
attached in this report as Appendix 2.
Respondent contact information was sourced from applicable non-North American
and non-Israeli, Jewish-based news websites, the Shalom Hartman Institute’s media
newsletter list, and personal contacts of the study’s authors. Survey respondents were
encouraged to forward the Hartman email to colleagues and friends.
In total, 73 unique responses were collected from the two surveys, 68 in English and
five in Spanish. From the English surveys, 13 surveys were removed from analysis
based on the language of reporting or the country on which reporting was being
conducted. Requirements for survey analysis included reporting on a community
outside of the US, Canada, and Israel and reporting to an audience outside of those
countries. Over the course of the survey, two respondents opted out of the survey
before completing it in full.
Thirty-eight respondents (69 percent) agreed to be contacted for a follow up
interview and gave their contact information. Individual, telephone interviews, were
scheduled with respondents during April 2017. They were selected based on their
country of origin, and the answers they gave in-survey. In total, 12 individuals were
contacted for follow-up interviews, each of which lasted 30 minutes or more.
It must be noted that several of the world's Jewish communities are not represented
in this study. As such, the authors do not intend to paint the research as being
reflective of the entire spectrum of Jewish life outside of the United States, Canada,
and Israel, but as an accurate portrayal of Jewish journalism within the countries
being reported on, by the individuals who partook in this study.
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Appendix 1: World Jewish Media
Country
Argentina
Argentina
Argentina
Argentina
Argentina
Argentina
Argentina
Argentina
Argentina
Argentina
Australia
Australia
Austria
Austria
Austria
Belgium
Belgium
Belgium
Belgium
Belgium
Bosnia/Herzgovina
Bosnia/Herzgovina
Bosnia/Herzgovina
Brazil
Brazil
Brazil
Brazil
Brazil
Brazil
Bulgaria
Chile
Chile
Chile
Chile
Chile
Colombia
Czech Republic
Czech Republic
Czech Republic
Czech Republic
Denmark
Denmark
Denmark
Finland
France
France

Name of Periodical/News site
The Jerusalem Report
Periodico Comunidades
Iton Gadol
Nueva Sion
Radio Jai
Dela Cole
Agencia AJN
Llamamiento Argentino Judio
Asociacion Mutual Israelita Argentina
Cadena Judia de Informacion Visavis
Australian Jewish News
J-Wire
Die Gemeinde
Das Jüdische Echo
Nu Judisches Magazin fur Politik and Kultur
Radio Judaica
Joods Actueel
European Jewish Press
Los Muestros
Regards
Jevrejski glas (“Jewish Voice”)
Radio La Benevolencija
Synagogue Newspaper
Rosenha Judaica
Menorah
Revista Shalom
Tribuna Judaica
Nosso Jornal Rio
O Hebreu
Jewish News
Communicaasiones Salom
Anajnu
La Palabra Israelita
Mundio Judio
El Vocero
Shalom
Ha”Maskil
Rosh Chodesh
Federation of Jewish Communities
Sefer
Radio Shalom
Goldberg
Danish Jewish Community Media
Hakehila-Journal
J Forum
Radio Judaica
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France
France
France
France
France
France
Georgia
Georgia
Germany
Germany
Germany
Germany
Germany
Germany
Greece
Hong Kong
Hong Kong
Hungary
Hungary
Ireland
Israel
Israel
Italy
Italy
Italy
Italy
Italy
Italy
Italy
Italy
Italy
Italy
Lithuania
Lithuania
Mexico
Mexico
Mexico
Mexico
Netherlands
Netherlands
Netherlands
Netherlands
Netherlands
New Zealand
Peru
Poland
Poland
Romania
Russia

Israel Science Info
Radio Chalom Nitsan (89.3 FM)
Radio Shalom (94.8 Paris)
Radio J (94.8)
Actualite Juive
Tenoua
Menora
Shalom
Heplev
Ha”Galil
( שפיץShpitz)
Jüdische Allgemeine
Jüdische Rundschau
Jewish Voice from Germany
Alef Magazine (Athens)
Asian Jewish Life
Jewish Times Asia
AKIBIC
Szombat (Saturday)
Irish Jewish Community
Aurora Israel
Fuente Latina
Shalom
Bollettino delle Comunità
Informazione Corretta
Moked
Pagine Ebraiche
Italia Ebraica
DafDaf (children)
l”Unione inform
Press Review of Italian Jewry
La Rassegna di Israel
Lithuanian Jewish Radio
Jewish Community of Lithuania website
Diario Judio
Centro Deportivo Israelita
Enlace Judio
Alianzo Monte Sinai
Jonet
Nieuw Israelitisch Weekblad
Studia Rosenthaliana
Joodse Omroep (Radio)
News From Jewish Netherlands and Israel
Shalom
El Comercio - Judaismo
Midrasz
Chidusz
Realitatea Evreiasca
Jewish World
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Russia
Jewish Panorama
Russia
Международная Еврейская Газета
Russia
Euro-Asian Jewish Congress (Moscow)
Russia
Идуд Хасадим (Idud Chasadim)
Spain
El Pais
Spain
Radio Sefarad
South Africa
South African Jewish Report
Sweden
Judisk Krönika
Sweden
Östersjöjudisk bulletin (Baltic Jewish Forum)
Sweden
Menorah
Switzerland
Jüdische Zeitung
Switzerland
Jüdische Zeitung
Switzerland
Tachles
Switzerland
GIL - Communauté Juive libérale de Genève
Turkey
Şalom
UK
The Jewish Chronicle
UK
The Jewish News
UK
The Jewish Tribune
UK
Hamodia
UK
The Jewish Quarterly
UK
Jewish Renaissance
UK
Jewish Telegraph
Ukraine
Tkhia
Ukraine
Kiev Evreysky
Ukraine
Expres
Ukraine
Hadashot
Source: Shalom Hartman Institute researchcii
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Appendix 2: Reporting Jewish Survey
Welcome to the 2016 Reporting Jewish survey. ciii On behalf of the entire Shalom Hartman Institute
media research team, thank you for your contribution and your willingness to participate in this
project.
Please note that the information collected in this survey will be kept confidential. At the end of the
survey there will be an option to enter your name and contact info if you wish to be contacted for a
follow-up interview.
Please answer the following questions as thoughtfully as possible.
Thank you again, and enjoy.
What is your age?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Under 18
18-24
25-34
35-44
45-54
55-64
65+

What is your gender?
•
•
•

Male
Female
Decline

What is the highest level of education that you have completed?
•
•
•
•
•
•

Less than High School
High School Graduate
Some College
College or University Graduate
Master's Degree
Doctorate Degree

During your studies, did you specialize or major in journalism,
communications, or media studies?
•
•

Yes
No

Please enter your country of residence...
What is the primary language that you report in? (If you publish equally in more than one language,
you may list multiple answers.)
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What is your employment status, as it relates to journalism?
•
•
•
•
•
•

Full time
Part time
Freelance (30+ hours/week)
Freelance (<30 hours/week)
I am not a journalist either by profession or hobby
Other (please specify)

Which of the following best describes your role as a journalist? (Multiple answers are possible.)
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Editor-in-Chief
Senior Editor / News Director
Reporter/Journalist/Photographer
Video/Audio Producer
Blogger/Podcaster
Digital Media Producer/Social Media Specialist
Other (please specify)

What topics/subjects do you cover on a regular basis? (You may enter more than one answer.)
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

International news
Local news
Israel
Culture/Lifestyle
Sports
Religion
Other (please specify)

Aside from journalism, do you have another professional, paying position?
•
•

Yes
No

How many years have you worked (either full- or part-time) in journalism and/or media?
•
•
•
•
•

Less than 1 year
1-5 years
6-10 years
11-20 years
20+ years

Which types of media types do you work for? (Multiple answers are possible)
•
•
•
•
•
•

Newspaper (daily or weekly)
Broadcast (radio, TV, podcasts)
Internet-based news
Personal blog
Magazine
Other (please specify)

- 50 -

A World in Flux: Jewish Journalism Struggles to Survive / Shalom Hartman Institute / 2018

Tell us about the ownership of your primary media employer. Is it a...
•
•
•
•
•

Private owner or corporation (for-profit company)
Non-Profit Organization (not Jewish community)
Jewish Community Organization
I don't know
Other (please specify)

Is the audience for your medium primarily Jewish?
•
•

Yes
No

Do you self-identify as being...
•
•
•
•
•
•

Ultra-Orthodox
Modern Orthodox
Non-Orthodox
Just Jewish
Not Jewish
Other (please specify)

Aside from special occasions (weddings, Bar Mitzvahs, etc.), how often do you attend services at a
Jewish temple or synagogue?
•
•
•
•
•

Once a week or more
Once or twice a month
A few times each year
Once a year or less
Never

How important is being Jewish in your own life?
•
•
•
•
•
•

Extremely important
Very important
Somewhat important
Somewhat unimportant
Not very important
Extremely unimportant

Have you studied Jewish texts, philosophy, practice or other related subjects in an educational
setting?
•
•

Yes
No

Rate your level of knowledge regarding Jewish practice, history and related subjects
•
•
•
•
•
•

Excellent
Very Good
Good
Fair
Poor
None
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Please note how strongly you agree or disagree with the following
statements...
(Answers: Strongly disagree, Disagree, Neutral, Agree, Strongly agree)
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

I find it difficult to be a journalist and a member of the Jewish community at the same time
I should report things as they are, even if doing so may portray the community in a negative
way
I see my role as supporting the Jewish community and not being critical of it
I see my role as primarily explaining and defending Judaism to non-Jews in my community
and/or country
A Jewish community journalist should not produce material that is critical of Israel
I would write a story that is critical of Israel
I feel free to report critically on Israel
I have been pressured by the community NOT to report a story that may portray the Jewish
community or prominent individuals in a bad light
I have been ordered by my media organization NOT to report a story that may portray the
Jewish community or prominent individuals in a bad light
I believe that journalism can play an important role in improving the Jewish community
I believe that Jewish journalism has a strong future in my country

In your own words, what should be the three most important roles of a
Jewish journalist?
(Possible answers: Strongly disagree, Disagree, Neutral, Agree, Strongly agree)
Please assess your beliefs about Jewish community media organizations and their impact on their
communities. Should MEDIA ORGANIZATIONS...
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Support the community
Be an adversary of community leaders
Refrain from publishing some stories, even if they are true
Be a 'detached observer'
Set the agenda for the local Jewish community
Support Israel
Encourage aliyah to Israel

How well informed about Israel would you say you are?
•
•
•
•

Very well informed
Somewhat well informed
Somewhat uninformed
Not informed at all

Have you ever been to Israel, and if so, how many times?
•
•
•
•

Yes, three or more times
Yes, two times
Yes, one time
I have never been to Israel
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If you have never been to Israel, what is the reason? (Multiple answers
are possible)
•
•
•
•
•
•

Does not apply, I have been to Israel
I have never had the opportunity to go
It's too expensive
I am not interested in going to Israel
I am afraid to go to Israel
Other (please specify)

Please indicate how much you agree or disagree with the following statements...
(Possible answers: Strongly disagree, Disagree, Neutral, Agree, Strongly agree)
•
•
•

Israel is the spiritual center of the Jewish people
Caring about Israel is very important to me
Diaspora and Israeli Jews share a common destiny

Please tell us how important you feel the following issues facing Israel are...
(Possible answers: Unimportant, Not very important, Neutral, Important, Very important)
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Political influence of ultra- Orthodox / Haredi Jews / Rabbinate
Nuclear threat from Iran
Perception of Israel by the UN
Government recognition of non-Orthodox streams of Judaism
Support for aliyah
Lack of concern about Jewish diaspora outside of North America
Israeli-Palestinian conflict

Have you studied Israel in an educational setting?
•
•

Yes
No

Perceptions of the Jewish community and leadership
Please give us your assessment of local Jewish community organizations based on your personal and
professional knowledge
(Possible answers: Strongly disagree, Disagree, Neutral, Agree, Strongly agree
•
•
•

My local Jewish community is hardworking and conscientious
My local community leadership has an agenda and goals with which I personally agree
My local Jewish community leadership understands and respects the independence of local
Jewish media

Risk Perceptions
(Possible answers: Yes, No)
•
•
•
•
•
•

Do you feel that your work as a Jewish journalist puts you at personal risk?
Do you feel that the level of personal risk has increased recently (in the last year)?
Have you ever personally experienced anti-Semitism in your work as a journalist?
Have you ever been attacked or threatened on social media because of your work as a Jewish
journalist?
Have you ever been attacked or threatened because of something that you wrote or
produced about Israel?
Have you ever been attacked or threatened because of something you wrote or produced
about local community issues?
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•
•
•

When speaking with political figures?
When talking to the non-Jewish community?
When speaking with business figures?

Tell us about your experiences as a Jewish community journalist...
Do you feel comfortable identifying yourself as a Jewish journalist?
Have you taken steps to protect yourself? If so, have you taken any of the following measures... (Yes,
No
• Increased your anonymity
• Deleted or refrained from creating a social media account
• Added security (i.e. bodyguard, security system at home, etc.)
• Remove contact and/or personal information in my publications
• Other (please specify)
Please respond 'yes' or 'no' to the following:
•
•
•

Do you feel as if you are a part of the global Jewish community?
Do you feel isolated from other Jewish Diaspora communities?
Do you feel isolated from Israel?

In your own words, what would you recommend to keep you connected to the Jewish community
worldwide?
Are you willing to be contacted for a follow up interview?
•
•

Yes
No

Please enter your name, email address, and phone number (with country code)
Name
Email Address
Phone Number
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