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1. Ecclesiastes, Ch. 1-3
See Tanakh

2. Genesis, Ch. 1

See Tanakh

3. Genesis 8:21-22

See Tanakh

4. BT Eiruvin 13b
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For three years there was a dispute between Beth Shammai and Beth Hillel, the former
asserting, ‘The halachah is in agreement with our views’ and the latter contending,
‘The halachah is in agreement with our views’. Then a bath kol issued announcing,
‘[The utterances of] both are the words of the living God, but the halachah is in
agreement with the rulings of Beth Hillel’. Since, however, both are the words of the
living God’ what was it that entitled Beth Hillel to have the halachah fixed in
agreement with their rulings? Because they were kindly and modest, they studied
their own rulings and those of Beth Shammai, and were even so [humble] as to
mention the actions of Beth Shammai before theirs

5. Mishnah Yadayim 3:5-6
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A book [i.e. a Torah scroll] which was erased leaving only eighty-five letters in it, like
the portion of (Numbers 10:35-36), "And it was when the Ark was raised...," renders
the hands impure. A scroll on which are written eighty-five letters, like the portion of,

n

"And it was when the Ark was raised...," renders the hands impure. All sacred
scriptures render the hands impure. The Song of Songs and Ecclesiastes render the

hands impure.

Rabbi Yehudah says: The Song of Songs renders the hands impure, but there is a
dispute regarding Ecclesiastes. Rabbi Yose says: Ecclesiastes does not render the
hands impure, and there is a dispute regarding The Song of Songs. Rabbi Shimon says:
Ecclesiastes is among the [relative] leniencies of Beit Shammai, and the [relative]
stringencies of Beit Hillel. Rabbi Shimon ben Azzai said, "I have a recieved tradition
from the mouths of seventy-two elders, on the day they inducted Rabbi Elazar ben
Azaria into his seat [as head] at the Academy, that The Song of Songs and Ecclesiastes
render the hands impure." Rabbi Akiva said, "Mercy forbid! No one in Israel ever
disputed that The Song of Songs renders the hands impure, since nothing in the entire
world is worthy but for that day on which The Song of Songs was given to Israel; for all
the Scriptures are holy, but The Song of Songs is the Holy of Holies! And if they did
dispute, there was only a dispute regarding Ecclesiastes." Rabbi Yochanan ben
Yehoshua, the son of Rabbi Akiva's father-in-law, said, "In accordance with words of
Ben Azzai, thus did they dispute, and thus did they conclude."

RTS 2016



