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1. Genesis 12

See Tanakh

2. Deuteronomy 4:5-8, 19-20
See Tanakh

3. Leviticus 20: 22-26

See Tanakh

4, Sifra Kedoshim 10
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"...and | have separated you from the peoples, that you should be mine": "If you are
separated from the nations, lo, you are for my Name, and if not, lo, you belong to
Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylonia, and his associates." R. Eleazar b. Azariah says,
"How do we know that someone should not say, 'l do not want to wear mixed fibers,
| don't want to eat pork, | don't want to have incestuous sexual relations.' "Rather: 'l
do want (to wear mixed fibers, | do want to eat pork, | do want to have incestuous
sexual relations.) But what can | do? For my father in heaven has made a decree for
me!' "So Scripture says, 'and have separated you from the peoples, that you should be
mine.'

5. JT Baba Metzia 2:5
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"What one found in a store is his," etc. Rebbi Eleazar said, so is the Mishnah: On his
chair, on his counter Simeon ben Shetah was working with linen. His students said to
him, Rabbi, in order to make it easier for you we want to buy a donkey, then you will
not have to work so hard. They went and bought a donkey from a Saracen; a pearl was
hanging on its neck. They came to him saying, because of this you will not have to work
anymore. He said to them, why? They told him, we bought for you a donkey from a
Saracen and a pearl is hanging on its neck. He asked them, does its owner know about
this? They answered, no. He told them, go and return it. But did not Rav Huna, Bevay
bar Gozlan, in the name of Rav say, they objected before Rebbi: Even according to him
who says that an object robbed from a Gentile is forbidden, everybody agrees that
what he lost is permitted. Do you think that Simeon ben Shetah was a barbarian?
Simeon ben Shetah wanted to hear: Praised be the God of the Jews, more than any
gain in this world.

6. Mekhilta de-Rabbi Ishmael, Kaspa 2 s.v. "The Ox of Thine Enemy"
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The Ox of Thine Enemy. R. Josiah says: This means of a heathen worshiping idols. For
thus we find everywhere that the heathen are designated as enemies of Israel, as it is
said: “When thou goest forth in camp against thine enemies” (Deut. 23.10), “When
thou goest forth to battle against thine enemies” (ibid. 21.10). R. Eliezer says: This
passage refers to a proselyte who has relapsed into his former evil predilection. R.
Isaac says: This passage refers to an apostate Israelite. R. Jonathan says: This passage
actually refers to an Israelite. How then can Scripture say: “Thine enemy? It is simply
this: If one has beaten his son or has had a quarrel with him, he becomes his enemy
for the time being. (J.Z. Lauterbach translation, pp. 163-164)

7. Exodus 19:1-8
See Tanakh
8. Genesis 18:16-25

See Tanakh
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9. Isaiah 49:1-6
See Tanakh
10. Amos9:7-15
See Tanakh

11. Maimonides, Hilkhot Shmitah ve-Yovel 13:12-13
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Why did the Levites not receive a portion in the inheritance of Eretz Yisrael and in the
spoils of war like their brethren? Because they were set aside to serve God and
minister unto Him and to instruct people at large in His just paths and righteous
judgments, as [Deuteronomy 33:10] states: "They will teach Your judgments to Jacob
and Your Torah to Israel." Therefore they were set apart from the ways of the world.
They do not wage war like the remainder of the Jewish people, nor do they receive an
inheritance, nor do they acquire for themselves through their physical power. Instead,
they are God's legion, as [ibid.:11]: states: "God has blessed His legion" and He
provides for them, as [Numbers 18:20] states: "I am your portion and your
inheritance."

Not only the tribe of Levi, but any one of the inhabitants of the world whose spirit
generously motivates him and he understands with his wisdom to set himself aside
and stand before God to serve Him and minister to Him and to know God, proceeding
justly as God made him, removing from his neck the yoke of the many reckonings
which people seek, he is sanctified as holy of holies. God will be His portion and
heritage forever and will provide what is sufficient for him in this world like He
provides for the priests and the Levites. And thus David declared [Psalms 16:5]: "God
is the lot of my portion; You are my cup, You support my lot."
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12. Maimonides, Hilkhot Avoda Zara 11:1
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We may not follow the statutes of the idolaters or resemble them in their [style] of
dress, coiffure, or the like, as [Leviticus 20:23] states: "Do not follow the statutes of
the nation [that | am driving out before you]," as [Leviticus 18:3] states: "Do not follow
their statutes," and as [Deuteronomy 12:30] states: "Be careful, lest you inquire after
them."

[All these verses] share a single theme: they warn us not to try to resemble [the
gentiles]. Instead, the Jews should be separate from them and distinct in their dress
and in their deeds, as they are in their ideals and character traits. In this context,
[Leviticus 20:26] states: "I have separated you from the nations [to be Mine]."

[Thus,] one may not wear a garment which is unique to them or grow the tresses of
our hair as they do. We may not shave our heads from the sides and leave hair in the
center as they do. This is called a blorit. We may not shave the hair on the front of our
faces from ear to ear and leave a growth at the back of our heads as they do. We may
not build Temples in order that many people may enter as they do. Whoever performs
one of the above or a deed of this nature is [liable for] lashes.

13. lIsaiah 2:1-4
See Tanakh

14. Micah 4:1-4

See Tanakh
15. Isaiah 11

See Tanakh
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16. Joel 4:9-17

See Tanakh

17. Ezekiel 38: 14 —39:17
See Tanakh

18. Maimonides, Hilkhot Yesodei Ha-Torah, 5:1
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The entire house of Israel are commanded regarding the sanctification of [God's] great
name, as [Leviticus 22:32] states: "And | shall be sanctified amidst the children of
Israel." Also, they are warned against desecrating [His holy name], as [the above verse]
states: "And they shall not desecrate My holy name." What is implied? Should a gentile
arise and force a Jew to violate one of the Torah's commandments at the pain of death,
he should violate the commandment rather than be killed, because [Leviticus 18:5]
states concerning the mitzvot: "which a man will perform and live by them." [They
were given so that] one may live by them and not die because of them. If a person dies
rather than transgress, he is held accountable for his life.
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19. BT Yoma 86a

R. Matthia b. Heresh asked R. Eleazar b. Azariah in Rome: have you heard about the
four kinds of sins, concerning which R. Ishmael has lectured? He answered: They are
three, and with each is repentance connected — If one transgressed a positive
commandment , and repented , then he is forgiven, before he has moved from his
place; as it is said: Return, O backsliding children. If he has transgressed a prohibition
and repented, then repentance suspends [the punishment] and the Day of Atonement
procures atonement, as it is said : For on this day shall atonement be made for you ...
from all your sins. If he has committed [a sin to be punished with] extirpation or death
through the Beth din, and repented, then repentance and the Day of Atonement
suspend [the punishment thereon], and suffering finishes the atonement, as it is said:
Then will | visit their transgression with the rod, and their iniquity with strokes. But if
he has been guilty of the profanation of the Name, then penitence has no power to
suspend punishment, nor the Day of Atonement to procure atonement, nor suffering
to finish it, but all of them together suspend the punishment and only death finishes
it, as it is said : And the Lord of hosts revealed Himself in my ears; surely this iniquity
shall not be expiated by you till ye die. What constitutes profanation of the Name? —
Rab said: If, e.g., | take meat for the butcher and do not pay him at once. Abaye said:
That we have learnt [to regard as profanation] only in a place wherein one does not
go out to collect payment, but in a place where one does not go out to collect, there
is no harm in it [not paying at once]. Rabina said: And Matha Mehasia is a place where
one goes out collecting payments due. Whenever Abaye bought meat from two
partners, he paid money to each of them, afterwards bringing then, together and
squaring accounts with both. R. Johanan said: In my case [it is a profanation if] | walk
four cubits without [uttering words of] Torah or [wearing] tefillin. Isaac, of the School
of R. Jannai. said: If one's colleagues are ashamed of his reputation, that constitutes a
profanation of the Name. R. Nahman b. Isaac commented: E.g.. if people say, May the
Lord forgive So-and-so. Abaye explained: As it was taught: And thou shalt love the Lord
thy God, i.e., that the Name of Heaven be beloved because of you. if someone studies
Scripture and Mishnah, and attends on the disciples of the wise, is honest in business,
and speaks pleasantly to persons, what do people then say concerning him? ‘Happy
the father who taught him Torah, happy the teacher who taught him Torah; woe unto
people who have not studied the Torah; for this man has studied the Torah look how
fine his ways are, how righteous his deeds! . Of him does Scripture say: And He said
unto me: Thou art My servant, Israel, in, whom | will be glorified. But if someone
studies Scripture and Mishnah, attends on the disciples of the wise, but is dishonest
in business, and discourteous in his relations with people, what do people say about
him? * Woe unto him who studied the Torah, woe unto his father who taught him
Torah; woe unto his teacher who taught him Torah!’ This man studied the Torah: Look,
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how corrupt are his deeds, how ugly his ways; of him Scripture says: In that men said
of them,: These are the people of the Lord, and are gone forth out of His land.
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