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DILEMMAS
OF FAITH
Hartman Institute Video Lecture Series

Bring the excellence of Hartman scholarship
into your community with the Hartman Institute
Video Lecture Series
In an age of radical polarization in modern society, with a rise in religious fundamentalism
on the one hand and a rise of atheism on the other, how does Jewish tradition approach
dilemmas of faith? In this series, Hartman scholars explore the foundational issue of faith,
engaging in broad and deep analysis of some of the many dilemmas that faith in the modern
world raises. Based on classical Jewish tradition and contemporary Jewish thought and
life, Dilemmas of Faith addresses the big questions raised by the intersection of faith and
reason, faith and history, faith and politics, and the faith experience.

The Video Lecture Series brings the world-renowned faculty of the Shalom Hartman Institute into
partnership with community rabbis and educators across North America to create a customized course
of study that provides relevant, contemporary approaches to the urgent challenges facing
the Jewish people.

The series includes:
Ten curricular units on DVD or USB: Each unit runs approximately 30 minutes and consists of a lecture
by a Hartman Institute faculty member. See reverse for details.
Sourcebook: The sourcebook includes primary sources for each lecture, supplementary sources for
additional study and reflection, and recommended background readings. The package comes with one
book for the leader; additional books for participants may be purchased for $20 each (shipping included).
Leader’s Guide: The Guide contains a comprehensive outline of each lecture, recommended hevruta
questions for each primary text, explanations of supplementary sources, suggested discussion
questions, and recommended background readings.
Price: $750, shipping included.
To purchase Dilemmas of Faith, visit www.shalomhartman.org/video

Central Themes of Dilemmas of Faith
What Does it Mean to Believe? The Challenge of the Rational and the Reasonable explores the challenges of faith
in a world defined by personal choice. What makes a life of faith compelling? Rabbi Dr. Donniel Hartman argues that
modern Jews will only choose faith if it is both rational and reasonable.
Dilemma of Biblical Theology: What is the Redeeming Idea of Monotheism? explores how the Bible wants us
to understand God and holiness. Dr. Micah Goodman suggests that biblical monotheism is about the absolute
uniqueness of a God who is beyond nature and beyond the world. Since our beliefs in God shape our vision for
humanity and the world, Jewish theology strives to instill the ethos that perfection is not possible in the human realm.
Dilemma of Theodicy: Where is God in the Midst of Suffering? addresses the problem of understanding God, God’s
power, and God’s goodness in the face of evil. Rabbi Lauren Berkun suggests that there has never been one response
to the problem of theodicy. She offers several different traditional Jewish approaches to the question of evil and God’s
role in the world.
Dilemma of History: God, Evil and the Book of Job probes the challenge of God’s relationship with humanity in the
present. How do we understand the biblical portrayal of God’s promise to protect and reward the righteous in light of
post-biblical reality? Rabbi Dr. Donniel Hartman introduces the notion of a God who yearns to be in a relationship of
love with humanity. He presents a belief in God which embraces mystery while suggesting that there are limits to belief.
Dilemma of God’s Absence: Grappling with God’s Departure from History presents the classical tension between
God’s active intervention in biblical Judaism and God’s departure from history in post-biblical Judaism. Dr. Yehuda
Kurtzer suggests that God’s involvement in the world has always been a quandary. He challenges us to struggle with
an understanding of God, Torah, and Judaism in an age when God is not an active participant in the events of history.
Dilemma of Human Responsibility: What Does it Mean to Live a Life of Faith in an Age of Divine Hiddenness? focuses
on the theme of human agency as a response to God’s hiddenness. Rabbi Lauren Berkun invokes the work of several
modern Jewish thinkers, suggesting the concept of Tikkun Olam and the notion of human partnership with God as a
traditional Jewish response to a world in which God is not actively present.
Dilemma of Spiritual Role Models: A Biblical View of Redeeming Personalities raises the question of ideal religious
personalities. Dr. Micah Goodman asks which qualities a person of faith should embody. How does the Bible portray
the personalities of our greatest heroes, and what does that teach us about our own spiritual aspirations?
Dilemma of Faith and Politics: The Role of Ambivalence in Faith explores the relationship between faith and politics.
Dr. Yehuda Kurtzer argues that the two most common approaches to faith in a political context today are either
fundamentalism or insincerity. However, he argues that faith can best work in a political culture when faith embodies
humility and ambivalence.
Dilemma of Practice: What is the Faith Experience? explores the nature of faith as a process which ebbs and flows
throughout life. Dr. Melila Hellner-Eshed argues that faith is not a collection of ideas, but rather an experience which
must be renewed each day. Introducing Hasidic sources that approach faith as an encounter with the Divine presence
rather than as a theological system, she suggests that spiritual obstacles, longing, and yearning are all important
components in the search for God.
Dilemma of Conviction: Do I Have to Believe in God to Be a Good Jew? asks if faith is a necessary component of
Jewish life. Rabbi Dr. Donniel Hartman argues that belief is not a constitutive component of Jewish identity and
questions whether faith is essential in order to be a “good” and “ethical” person. In the end, while Donniel affirms
that one can be “Jewish” and be “good” without belief in God, he suggests that faith is an important part of a full,
rich, and aspirational Jewish life.
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