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1. Genesis 14: 12-14       
 
And they took Lot, Abram's brother's son, who 
dwelt in Sodom, and his goods, and departed. 
And there came one that had escaped, and told 
Abram the Hebrew--now he dwelt by the 
terebinths of Mamre the Amorite, brother of 
Eshcol, and brother of Aner; and these were 
confederate with Abram. 
And when Abram heard that his brother was taken 
captive, he led forth his trained men, born in his 
house, three hundred and eighteen, and pursued 
as far as Dan. 
 
2. Genesis 15:1 
 
After these things the word of the LORD came 
unto Abram in a vision, saying: 'Fear not, Abram, I 
am thy shield, thy reward shall be exceeding 
great.' 
 
3. Rashi on Genesis 15:1 
 
Fear not Abram – since he feared that he'd be 
punished for the people he killed.  
 
4. Exodus 22:1-2 
 
If a thief is seize while tunneling in, and is  beaten 
to death, there is no bloodguilt in his case.  
If the sun be risen upon him, there is bloodguilt in 
that case – he shall make restitution; if he lacks the 
means, then he shall be sold for his theft. 
 
5. Rashi on Exodus 22:1-2 
 
1. Tunneling - that he was digging into the house 
He has no blood - this is not murder, since he is 
already “as if” dead.  From here the Torah teaches 
you, if he comes to kill you, kill him first.  This 
burglar comes to kill you since he knows that no 
one restrains himself or remains silent when he 
sees that a person is taking his property.  
Therefore, he comes knowing that if the owner 
confronts him, that he will kill him.  
2. If the sun rises upon him – This is a metaphor.  If 
it is clear to you, like the peaceful sun that shines 
upon the whole world, that the fellow is peaceful 

ֲאִחי ַאְבָרם, -ְרֻכׁשֹו ֶּבן-לֹוט ְוֶאת-יב  ַוִּיְקחּו ֶאת
 ַוֵּיֵלכּו; ְוהּוא ֹיֵׁשב, ִּבְסֹדם.

הּוא יג  ַוָּיֹבא, ַהָּפִליט, ַוַּיֵּגד, ְלַאְבָרם ָהִעְבִרי; וְ 
ֹׁשֵכן ְּבֵא�ֵני ַמְמֵרא ָהֱאֹמִרי, ֲאִחי ֶאְׁשֹּכל ַוֲאִחי 

 ַאְבָרם.-ָעֵנר, ְוֵהם, ַּבֲעֵלי ְבִרית
-יד  ַוִּיְׁשַמע ַאְבָרם, ִּכי ִנְׁשָּבה ָאִחיו; ַוָּיֶרק ֶאת

ֲחִניָכיו ְיִליֵדי ֵביתֹו, ְׁשֹמָנה ָעָׂשר ּוְׁש�ׁש ֵמאֹות, 
 ָּדן.-ַוִּיְרֹּדף, ַעד

 
 
 
 
 

-ְיהָוה ֶאל-ַאַחר ַהְּדָבִרים ָהֵאֶּלה, ָהָיה ְדַבר
ִּתיָרא ַאְבָרם, ָאֹנִכי -ַאְבָרם, ַּבַּמֲחֶזה, ֵלאֹמר:  ַאל

 ְׂשָכְר�, ַהְרֵּבה ְמֹאד.--ָמֵגן ָל�
 
 
 

אל תירא אברם אנכי מגן לך מן העונש שלא 
 תענש על כל אותן נפשות שהרגת

 
 

ֵאין --ָּנב, ְוֻהָּכה ָוֵמתַּבַּמְחֶּתֶרת ִיָּמֵצא ַהּגַ -א  ִאם
 לֹו, ָּדִמים.

ָזְרָחה ַהֶּׁשֶמׁש ָעָליו, ָּדִמים לֹו:  ַׁשֵּלם -ב  ִאם
 ֵאין לֹו, ְוִנְמַּכר ִּבְגֵנָבתֹו.-ִאם--ְיַׁשֵּלם

 
 
 

 כשהיה חותר את הבית: -) אם במחתרת א
אין זו רציחה, הרי הוא כמת  -אין לו דמים 

הרגך, מעיקרו. כאן למדתך תורה אם בא ל
השכם להרגו, וזה להרגך בא שהרי יודע הוא, 
שאין אדם מעמיד עצמו וראה שנוטלין ממונו 

בפניו ושותק, לפיכך על מנת כן בא, שאם 
 יעמוד בעל הממון כנגדו יהרגנו:

אין זה אלא כמן  -) אם זרחה השמש עליו (ב
משל אם ברור לך הדבר שיש לו שלום עמך, 

פשוט לך  כשמש הזה שהוא שלום בעולם, כך
שאינו בא להרוג, אפילו יעמוד בעל הממון 

 



with you, and so obvious to you that he does not 
come to kill you, then even if the owner stands up 
to him, [he would not be willing to kill him] like a 
father who breaks in to steal money from his son, 
but since he surely has a parent's love for a child, 
he does not come ready to kill.   
He has blood – he is considered alive and so it is 
murder if the householder kills him.  
 
6. Mishnah Sanhedrin 4:5 
 
How do they exhort the witnesses in capital cases?  
They brought them in and warned them...know 
that capital cases are not like property cases.  In 
property cases, if an error is made a person can 
pay money and make atonement, but in capital 
cases, if an error is made, the blood of the 
executed person and all of the potential 
descendants of the person are upon his head to 
the end of time...for these reasons was Adam 
created single:  
 
a. To teach you that anyone who destroys a single 
soul of the children of Adam, is charged by 
scripture as if he had destroyed a whole world, 
and anyone who saves a single soul of children of 
Adam is charged by scripture as if he had saved a 
whole world.        
b. For peace in the world, so that no one might say 
to another my father was greater than yours. 
c. So the heretics don’t claim that there are two 
powers in heaven (a male and a female). 
d. To speak the praises of the Holy Blessed One.  
[Why?] Because people make many coins from the 
same stamp and they all turn out identical while 
God makes all human beings from the single mold 
of the first human and yet not one of them is like 
the other.  Therefore every single one us is 
dutybound to say:  For me was the world created!  
 
 
 
7. Ibn Ezra on Exodus 20:12 
 
You shall not kill with your hands or your tongue, 
to give false testimony to kill him, or by tale 
bearing or with advice that you intend will cause 
him to be killed, or if a secret has been revealed to 

כנגדו, כגון אב החותר לגנוב ממון הבן, בידוע 
שרחמי האב על הבן, ואינו בא על עסקי 

 נפשות:
כחי הוא חשוב ורציחה היא, אם  -דמים לו 

 יהרגהו בעל הבית:
 
 
 

  משנה מסכת סנהדרין פרק ד משנה ה
 

נפשות [ה] כיצד מאיימין את העדים על עדי 
היו מכניסין אותן ומאיימין עליהן שמא 

תאמרו מאומד ומשמועה עד מפי עד ומפי 
אדם נאמן שמענו או שמא אי אתם יודעין 

שסופינו לבדוק אתכם בדרישה ובחקירה הוו 
יודעין שלא כדיני ממונות דיני נפשות דיני 

ממונות אדם נותן ממון ומתכפר לו דיני 
בו עד סוף נפשות דמו ודם זרעיותיו תלוין 

העולם שכן מצינו בקין שהרג את אחיו 
שנאמר (בראשית ד') דמי אחיך צועקים אינו 

אומר דם אחיך אלא דמי אחיך דמו ודם 
זרעיותיו דבר אחר דמי אחיך שהיה דמו 

מושלך על העצים ועל האבנים לפיכך נברא 
אדם יחידי ללמדך שכל המאבד נפש אחד 

עולם  מישראל מעלה עליו הכתוב כאילו איבד
מלא וכל המקיים נפש אחת מישראל מעלה 

עליו הכתוב כאילו קיים עולם מלא ומפני 
שלום הבריות שלא יאמר אדם לחבירו אבא 
גדול מאביך ושלא יהו מינין אומרים הרבה 
רשויות בשמים ולהגיד גדולתו של הקדוש 

ברוך הוא שאדם טובע כמה מטבעות בחותם 
המלכים  אחד וכולן דומין זה לזה ומלך מלכי

הקדוש ברוך הוא טבע כל אדם בחותמו של 
אדם הראשון ואין אחד מהן דומה לחבירו 

לפיכך כל אחד ואחד חייב לומר בשבילי נברא 
 העולם .

 
 
 
 

 שמות פרק כ פסוק יב 
 �א ִּתְרָצח  

 
 אבן עזרא שמות פרק כ פסוק יב  

 



you that if you would share with him will save his 
life and you do not share it—then you are like a 
murderer.   
 
 
 
 
8. Babylonian Talmud Shabbat 54b 
 
All who can protest the behavior of the members 
of their household and do not are caught 
[punished] for the members of the household.  
Similarly, one who can protest the behavior of the 
townsfolk and does not is punished for the crimes 
of the townsfolk.  One who can protest the 
behavior of the world and does not, is caught 
(punished) for the transgressions of the whole 
world.    
 
Bears, Lions and Sabbath Swords 
 
9. Babylonian Talmud  Bava Kama 46a 
 
R. Nathan says: Whence do we learn that a 
man should not bring up a vicious dog in his 
house, or keep a shaky ladder in his house? 
Because it is said: Thou bring not blood upon 
thy house.  
 
10. Mishnah Avodah Zarah 1:7 
 
One can not sell to idolators bears, lions, or 
anything that can do harm to the public. 
 
 
 
11. Babylonian Talmud Avodah Zarah 15b 
 
We may not sell to them (idolators and Cuthites) 
armament nor accessories of armament... 
Rav Dimi bar Abba said: Just as it is forbidden to 
sell weapons to an idolator, so is it forbidden to 
sell them to a Jewish robber. 
 
 
 
 

לא תרצח בידך או בלשונך, להעיד עליו  (יב)
ותך רכיל, או לתת עצה שקר להמיתו, או להי

רעה בזדון שתדע שיהרג, או שנגלה לך סוד 
שתוכל להצילו מן המות אם תגלהו לו, ואם 

 לא גלית אתה כמו רוצח.
 
 

 תלמוד בבלי מסכת שבת דף נד עמוד ב
  
כל מי שאפשר למחות לאנשי ביתו ולא מיחה  
נתפס על  -נתפס על אנשי ביתו, באנשי עירו  -

נתפס על כל  -ם כולו אנשי עירו, בכל העול
 העולם כולו.

 
 
 
 
 
 

 תלמוד בבלי מסכת בבא קמא דף מו עמוד א
  

ר' נתן אומר: מניין שלא יגדל אדם כלב רע 
בתוך ביתו, ואל יעמיד סולם רעוע בתוך ביתו? 
 שנאמר: (דברים כ"ב) ולא תשים דמים בביתך 

 
 
 

 משנה מסכת עבודה זרה פרק א
 

יות וכל דבר [ז] אין מוכרין להם דובין ואר
 שיש בו נזק לרבים

 
 

 תלמוד בבלי מסכת עבודה זרה דף טו עמוד ב 
 

תניא: אין מוכרין להם לא זיין ולא כלי זיין, 
ואין משחיזין להן את הזיין, ואין מוכרין להן 

לא סדן ולא קולרין, ולא כבלים ולא 
שלשלאות של ברזל, אחד עובד כוכבים ואחד 

רך שאסור כותי... א"ר דימי בר אבא: כד
למכור לעובד כוכבים, אסור למכור ללסטים 

 ישראל.
 
 

 



 
 
 
12. Bet Yosef on Tur Orach Chaim 151, Rabbi    
      Yosef Karo 
 
It is permissible to enter [a synagogue] with a cane 
and a pack. This is the inference at the end of 
Perek HaRoeh in BT Berachot 63a.  It is written in 
the Orchot Haim (Laws of the Synagogue, section 
7) In the name of the R. Meir that it is prohibited 
to enter a synagogue with a long knife since prayer 
lengthens a persons life and the knife shortens it. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
13. Babylonian Talmud Shabbat 63b 
 
MISHNAH. A man may not go out with a sword, 
bow, shield, lance or spear; and if he does go out 
he incurs a sin offering. Rabbi Eliezer said: They are 
adornments for him.  But the sages maintain, they 
are merely shameful, for it is said, “And they shall 
beat their swords into plough shares and their 
spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up 
sword against nation, neither shall they learn war 
anymore.” (Isaiah 2:4) 
GEMARA: R. ELIEZER SAID: THEY ARE ORNAMENTS 
FOR HIM. It was taught: Said they [the Sages] to R. 
Eliezer: Since they are ornaments for him, why 
should they cease in the days of the Messiah? 
Because they will not be required, he answered, as 
it is said, nation shall not lift up sword against 
nation. Yet let them exist merely as ornaments? — 
Said Abaye.  It may be compared to a candle at 
noon. 
 
Now this disagrees with Samuel. For Samuel said, 
This world differs from the Messianic era only in 
respect to servitude of the exiled, for it is said, For 
the poor shall never cease out of the land 
(Deuteronomy 15:11)  This supports R. Hiyya b. 
Abba, who said, All the prophets prophesied only 
for the Messianic age, but as for the world to 
come, the eye hath not seen, O Lord, beside thee 

 
 

 בית יוסף אורח חיים סימן קנא 
 
ומותר ליכנס בה במקלו ובתרמילו וכו'. הכי  ו 

משמע בסוף פרק הרואה (ברכות סג.): כתוב 
בארחות חיים (הל' ביהכ"נ אות ז) בשם הר"מ 
שאסור ליכנס לבית הכנסת בסכין ארוך לפי 

רכת ימיו של אדם והסכין שהתפלה מא
מקצרם וליכנס בכיסו נמי אסור כדאמרינן 
שלא יכנס להר הבית באפונדתו והגיה עליו 
ה"ר פרץ מיהו אין לחוש כי אם בגילוי הראש 
ע"כ. ובמסכת סופרים (פי"ד הט"ו) כתוב מי 

 שראשו מגולה לא יוציא הזכרה מפיו עכ"ל:
 
 
 

 תלמוד בבלי מסכת שבת דף סג עמוד א 
 

. לא יצא האיש לא בסייף ולא בקשת, המשנ
ולא בתריס, ולא באלה, ולא ברומח, ואם יצא 

חייב חטאת. רבי אליעזר אומר: תכשיטין הן  -
לו, וחכמים אומרים: אינן אלא לגנאי, 

שנאמר: (ישעיהו ב) וכתתו חרבותם לאתים 
וחניתותיהם למזמרות ולא ישא גוי אל גוי 

 חרב ולא ילמדו עוד מלחמה.
רבי אליעזר אומר תכשיטין הן לו. : גמרא

תניא, אמרו לו לרבי אליעזר: וכי מאחר 
דתכשיטין הן לו, מפני מה הן בטלין לימות 

המשיח? אמר להן: לפי שאינן צריכין, שנאמר 
ותהוי  -(ישעיהו ב) לא ישא גוי אל גוי חרב 

אמר אביי: מידי דהוה אשרגא  -לנוי בעלמא! 
מואל אין בטיהרא, ופליגא דשמואל, דאמר ש

בין העולם הזה לימות המשיח אלא שיעבוד 
גליות בלבד, שנאמר (דברים טו) כי לא יחדל 

אביון מקרב הארץ. מסייע ליה לרבי חייא בר 
אבא, דאמר רבי חייא בר אבא: כל הנביאים 
לא נתנבאו אלא לימות המשיח, אבל לעולם 

(ישעיהו סד) עין לא ראתה אלהים  -הבא 
אמרו לו לרבי אליעזר:  זולתך. ואיכא דאמרי,

וכי מאחר דתכשיטין הן לו, מפני מה הן בטלין 
לימות המשיח? אמר להן: אף לימות המשיח 

אינן בטלין. היינו דשמואל, ופליגא דרבי חייא 
 בר אבא

 

 



[what he hath prepared for him that waiteth for 
him].  Some there are who state: Said they [the 
Sages] to R. Eliezer:  Since they are Ornaments for 
him, why should they cease in the days of the 
Messiah? In the days of the Messiah too they shall 
not cease, he answered. This is Samuel's view, and 
it disagrees with R. Hiyya b. Abba's. 
 
 
14. Genesis 4:23 
 
And Lemech said to his wives, “Ada and Tzila, 
listen to my voice, Oh wives of Lemech, give ear to 
my speech, for have I slain a man intentionally for 
wounding me, have I killed a boy for hurting me? 
(Lit. for a man I have slain for my wound and a boy 
for my bruising.)   
 
15. Rashi on Genesis 4:23 
 
Listen to my voice—they separated from him 
sexually since he killed Cain and Tuval Cain his son.  
Lemech was blind and Tuval Cain led him.  He saw 
Cain and he appeared to him as an animal and he 
said to his father pull the bow-and he killed him.  
When he realized that he had killed his 
grandfather Cain, he clapped his hands (in grief) 
and caught his son between them and killed him.  
His wives separated from him and he tried (in this 
speech) to mollify them.  
Listen to my voice—be receptive to me (sexually) 
for was the man I killed slain for his wounding me?  
Did I wound him intentionally in a way that the 
wound should be accounted to my name?  And the 
boy that I killed, was he killed for his bruising me?  
(That is to say, in response to bruising me, as a 
question.) Behold I am did all this by accident and 
without intention.  This is not my wound nor my 
bruise.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

--ַוֹּיאֶמר ֶלֶמ� ְלָנָׁשיו, ָעָדה ְוִצָּלה ְׁשַמַען קֹוִלי כג
ִּכי ִאיׁש ָהַרְגִּתי   י:ְנֵׁשי ֶלֶמ�, ַהְאֵזָּנה ִאְמָרִת 

 .ְלִפְצִעי, ְוֶיֶלד ְלַחֻּבָרִתי
 
 
 
 

 רש"י בראשית פרק ד פסוק כג 
 

שהיו פורשות ממנו מתשמיש  -שמען קולי  (כג)
לפי שהרג את קין ואת תובל קין בנו, שהיה 
למך סומא ותובל קין מושכו, וראה את קין 
ונדמה לו כחיה ואמר לאביו למשוך בקשת, 

יון שידע שהוא קין זקנו, הכה כף אל והרגו. וכ
כף וספק את בנו ביניהם והרגו, והיו נשיו 

 פורשות ממנו והוא מפייסן:
להשמע לי (לתשמיש), וכי איש  -שמען קולי 

אשר הרגתיו לפצעי הוא נהרג, וכי אני פצעתיו 
מזיד שיהא הפצע קרוי על שמי, וילד אשר 

 הרגתי לחבורתי נהרג, כלומר על ידי חבורתי,
בתמיה, והלא שוגג אני ולא מזיד, לא זהו 

 פצעי ולא זהו חבורתי:
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
16. Resolution on Handgun Violence, adopted by the 2007 JCPA Plenum 
 
The Jewish community relations field has a long standing concern with issues of quality of life and public 
safety. It is out of this concern, as well as the belief that Jewish tradition compels us to uphold the 
sanctity of life and the commandment against murder, that the JCPA has supported a wide range of 

 



legislative efforts designed to limit unfettered access to firearms such as the Brady Handgun Violence 
Prevention Act and the Violent Crime Control and Law Enforcement Act, commonly referred to as the 
Assault Weapons Ban. While opinion polls indicate broad support for governmental restrictions on the 
availability of firearms, state legislatures and the U.S. Congress have all too often been hesitant to enact 
much needed gun legislation. In fact, existing legislation has increasingly come under threat from 
lobbying efforts from the highly influential gun manufacturers lobby and in 2006, the 10-year-old Assault 
Weapons Ban was allowed to expire.   

While the annual number of deaths from gun violence in other developed countries that restrict gun 
access is in the teens or low hundreds, nearly 30,000 Americans, including a disproportionate number of 
young children, are killed each year by firearms and many tens of thousands more are wounded and 
maimed.   The Graduate Institute of International Studies of Geneva, Switzerland, an affiliate of the 
United Nations, has demonstrated that the rate of firearms deaths in the United States is dramatically 
higher than other industrialized nations.  According to their most recent Small Arms Survey, there are 
13.5 firearm deaths per 100,000 people in U.S.   By contrast, that rate is 0.46 in Australia, 3.95 in 
Canada, 1.44 in Germany, 0.07 in Japan, and 0.46 in the United Kingdom. 

Furthermore, despite the recent national general decline in crime rates, American gun homicide rates 
have actually risen during the same period.  This problem has been exacerbated by loopholes in many 
state laws which fail to prevent handgun traffickers, whose criminal records restrict their direct 
purchase of guns, from using straw purchasers to buy handguns in vast quantities for re-sale in an 
underground market.    On the other hand, we are heartened by proposals under consideration 
that include, but are not limited to, restricting  access to handguns by limiting  purchase to one-per-
month, authorizing the Attorney General to regulate handguns, requiring handguns to be ballistic 
fingerprinted prior to sale, making gun owners accountable for leaving guns accessible to children, 
allowing cities to have the authority to hold gun makers legally liable, limiting assault weapons and 
magazines, requiring state police to perform background checks in addition to federal NICS checks, 
limiting concealed weapons, and requiring locking devices. 

The costs of gun violence are not only realized in the physical harm caused to the victims and their loved 
ones but also greatly contribute to expenditures in health care, law enforcement and lost productivity. 
The psychological impact of gun violence, especially among young people, is also profound. Far from 
being an urban problem alone, the destructive impact of gun violence is widespread and knows no 
geographical or racial boundaries. The recent shootings in rural Pennsylvania, at the Seattle Jewish 
Federation last July and in suburban schools throughout the nation serve to dramatize the ubiquitous 
nature of this crisis. With more guns in more hands, due to the relative ease of both legal and illegal 
distribution, minor disputes have increasingly turned into gun violence, injury, and death.  

We call upon the Jewish community relations field to: 
  
• Raise awareness within the Jewish and general community regarding the nature and scope of the 

gun violence crisis in America and encourage more active advocacy on this issue; 
• Make common cause with those governmental officials, law enforcement professionals, health care 

providers and gun violence prevention activists who are advocating for reasonable and effective 
legislation that will appropriately limit access to handguns especially as it relates to the unlimited 
purchase of handguns; and 

• Advocate for funding to address comprehensive, efficient, coordinated solutions to gun violence. 
 
 

 



17. Draft Resolution on A Comprehensive Approach to Preventing Mass Violence 
 
(Insert pdf here) 
 
18. Resolution on a Comprehensive Approach to Preventing Mass Violence, adopted by 2013 JCPA      
Plenum 
 
The Jewish community has a deep and abiding concern for public safety, firmly rooted in Jewish 
tradition which compels us to uphold the sanctity of life.    
 
In recent years, we have witnessed a profoundly distressing series of mass shootings in schools, 
shopping malls, theaters, houses of worship, and elsewhere, including the atrocity committed in 
Newtown, Connecticut in which 20 elementary school children and six educators were murdered.  The 
Jewish community itself has experienced this violence at community centers, Jewish federations, and 
elsewhere. These violent and horrific acts shock our conscience and country. The pandemic of mass gun 
violence in America far exceeds that in other Western nations.      
 
The Jewish Council for Public Affairs believes:  
 
The Jewish community has a deep and abiding concern for public safety, firmly rooted in Jewish 
tradition which compels us to uphold the sanctity of life.    
 
In recent years, we have witnessed a profoundly distressing series of mass shootings in schools, 
shopping malls, theaters, houses of worship, and elsewhere, including the atrocity committed in 
Newtown, Connecticut in which 20 elementary school children and six educators were murdered.  The 
Jewish community itself has experienced this violence at community centers, Jewish federations, and 
elsewhere. These violent and horrific acts shock our conscience and country. The pandemic of mass gun 
violence in America far exceeds that in other Western nations.      
 
The Jewish Council for Public Affairs believes:  
• The current spate of mass shootings and the overwhelming carnage is utterly unacceptable.  In the 

context of support for a reasonable balance of interests under the Second Amendment, we 
recognize and respect the right of Americans to own guns, and we are not seeking to undermine in 
any respect the right of law abiding Americans to own handguns and rifles for legitimate purposes 
such as hunting, self-defense, and sport, but we do not accept the current state of affairs. While we 
recognize the need to increase security at certain places of public and private gathering, we refuse 
to accept a dystopian environment where schools, houses of worship, community centers, shopping 
malls, theaters, and other venues are either in lockdown mode or where more guns are considered 
the preferred solution for public safety.   

• Comprehensive action is needed to restore the safety of our schools, communities and public 
spaces. While no single solution will prevent all future tragedies, we are committed to supporting 
reasonable efforts to save lives such as: 

o meaningful legislation to limit access to the most dangerous weapons and high capacity 
ammunition magazines that have no other purpose than to inflict maximum carnage,  

o registration and tracking for all firearms at the time of sale or subsequent transfer; and 
periodic licensing of anyone that purchases, owns, carries, and or uses firearms 

 



o appropriate waiting periods, volume sales restrictions, and background checks, including 
criminal and mental health histories, for all firearm sales, including private sales and gun 
show sales   

o legislation and regulations requiring the safe storage of firearms 
o government firearm buy-back programs  
o diligent enforcement of firearm regulations 
o robust efforts to ensure that every person in need has access to quality mental health care, 
o encouraging a serious national conversation about violence in media and video games   

• The proliferation of open and concealed carry options are not appropriate solutions to gun violence 
in our society and should be curtailed. 

• Laws and regulations alone will not stop the spate of violence.  Communities and families must 
examine the culture of violence that permeates movies, television, and video games which some 
feel may desensitize troubled individuals to the implications of pulling a trigger. 

• A fully funded mental health system and true parity between physical and mental health are vital to 
ensure the wellbeing of all those in need.  Programs at schools and community based organizations 
are needed to help destigmatize mental health issues and provide vehicles for early recognition, 
prevention, and intervention.   The discussion about mental health issues related to mass violence 
should be done with the utmost sensitivity so as not to characterize those with mental illness as 
violent, but rather to address all possible causative factors including the underfunding of mental 
health services.  (See also Resolution on Mental Health, 2002). 

• These commitments add to and do not subtract from our ongoing concern about the use of guns in 
criminal activity and the appalling casualties that result from it, particularly in our cities with a 
disproportionate impact upon minorities and youth.   

 
The community relations field should: 

• Actively participate in broad-based coalitions in a way that seeks to transcend partisan politics 
including, where possible, working with local, state, and national leaders, first responders, 
survivors and their families, gun violence prevention advocates, gun owners, and others to find 
meaningful solutions to stop the outrageous and unacceptable violence that tears at the fabric 
of our society and endangers the lives and safety of all Americans.  This work should be done in 
the context of support for a reasonable balance of interests under the Second Amendment  

• Call on the Administration and Congress, as well as state and local authorities to take direct, 
swift and unequivocal action to adopt laws and regulations consistent with this policy and 
regulate the manufacture, distribution, sale, registration, and possession of firearms and 
ammunition in a way that comports with Constitutional requirements; and pass budget line 
items to fund enforcement of these laws and regulations. 

• Advocate and work for better access to affordable mental health care for all who are in need 
• Engage in a serious conversation about how to reduce the level of violence in society, including 

the media and video games, by encouraging responsible exercise of First Amendment rights by 
all citizens. 

• Support allowing and funding the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) to perform research on the 
effects of gun violence. 

 

 


