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T HE LAST ETHIOPIAN SEDER, 1991

in less than 24 hours
El Al passenger
planes and Hercules
transports took
14,400 people in
the largest, longest,
and fastest airlift
of refugees in the
history of the world;
40 journeys over
1,560 miles and back
in 24 hours.




On April 8, 1946,
tetegram from Italy;

ireceived the following

“We are 1100 Jewish refugees, We sailed
from Spezia for Palestine - our last hope.
Police arrested us on board, We won't
leave the ship! We demand permission

o continue to Eretz-lsrael, Be warned:

we will sink with the ship if we are not
allowed to continue to Palestine, becquse
we cannot be more desperate”

it all began as a program to make the holiday
of Passover more meaningful for the students
at our school. The entire school, students and
teachers, read Sonia Levitin's book Dream
. Freedom which chronicles the modern problem
of slavery in Sudan, where Muslim gangs with
'Vérmy éu;}pc}rt take over Christian villages and
sell men, wornen and children as slaves,
Two weeks before Passover, the school
'c{:éé,vér#ed to meet Francis Bok, a Sudanese slave
hdesté;jéd to America. One student wrote:
efore meeting Francis Bok, slavery seemed like
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The next day, the refugees went on a hunger
strike. We asked them to stop because of
the harsh conditions on board, and decided

~ that we would take their place and fast until

the ship was allowed to sail to Palestine. On
the second day of the hunger strike, every
Jew in Palestine over the age of 13 fasted. We
suddently felt that we were a single, united,
people.

The third day of the hunger strike was Pesach
Eve. Thousands of people carrying flowers
came to Jerusalem to show their support. The
chief rabbis, who joined our fast and presided
over the unusual Seder, decided that everyone
would eat a single piece of matza, no bigger
than an olive, We put out cups of tea rather

a horrific nightmare, but | never imagined that
the nightmare would stand right in front of me. To
witness a slave was an enlightening experience,
and { thank God every day that 1 am free. The
whole concept of selling people like property and
treating them like animals is the most horrendous
and disturbing problem that faces our world
today. lHearned that 27,000,000 people are
enslaved today. Now all my problems seer so
miniscule. Today | am helping to free several in
bondage!

It costs only $36:10 free a slave, to buy their

norable Pesach Seder in the
ons on Jewish immigration,

than wine for the hunger strikers.

We read from the Haggadah: “Every generation
must see itself as the one that left Fqypt.  .the
Lord saved not only our ancestors, but us, as well”
We repeat these words at Seder every year, but
this time they took on a new meaning.

Iwill never forget my children joining me at
the Jewish Agency for the Seder, which may
have been their most important lesson in the
suffering of the Jews, the love of Judaism, and
the resilience of the jewish people,

The day after the Seder, we were notified
that the refugees had been allowed 1o enter
Palestine. S0, on the first day of Passover, the
101-hour fast ended.

This s the story of how Jewish middle school students in Los Angeles became abolitionists - today in the 21% century;

freedom from the Sudanese captors, Many
students made bracelets engraved with

the name of a slave who had been recently
captured. Others wrote a praver for their Seder
tables to remind us that we who were once
slaves need to work for the freedom of others.
in two weeks, the middie school students
collected a whopping $14,700 - enough to
free 411 slaves! As Jews, we know that we
cannot rernain silent while others have been
abandoned into bondage.
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HME EXODUS ~TAKETWO

During the 19807%, the Jews of Ethiopla sought

to emigrate to Israel, though it was illegal, by
crossing the border to the Sudan on a long
iourney on foot. Police guards, thieves and

the desert often made this a march of death.

The popular lsrasli song (above] describes this
courageous migration toward the Promised Land.

thmehas noend ahead
ises my little brothers
e

ast push

i{}i}d (}fm*} ‘méme;

moon is my witness and | promise my brothers

The dream will be ful

One last effort before we get to Jerusalem’

Later in 1991, during Operation Solomon
{named after King Solomon who hosted the
Queen of Sheba, which is today’s Ethiopial,
Israeli Air Force Hercules cargo planes picked
up almost 15,000 Ethiopian Jews from the
capital city of Addis Ababa.

Several months later, there were still stragglers

from distant agricultural areas bringing up

the rear of this massive Exodus, Here they are
shown carrying all their possessions and their
younger children on their backs on a fifteen day
trek to a collection center.
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