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Genesis 18:16-33
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Then the men set out from there, and they looked towards Sodom; and Abraham
went with them to set them on their way. 17The Lord said, ‘Shall I hide from Abraham
what I am about to do, 18seeing that Abraham shall become a great and mighty nation,
and all the nations of the earth shall be blessed in him? 19No, for I have chosen him,
that he may charge his children and his household after him to keep the way of
the Lord by doing righteousness and justice; so that the Lord may bring about for
Abraham what he has promised him.’ 20Then the Lord said, ‘How great is the outcry
against Sodom and Gomorrah and how very grave their sin! 21I must go down and see
whether they have done altogether according to the outcry that has come to me; and
if not, I will know.’
22

So the men turned from there, and went towards Sodom, while Abraham remained
standing before the Lord. 23Then Abraham came near and said, ‘Will you indeed sweep
away the righteous with the wicked?24Suppose there are fifty righteous within the city;
will you then sweep away the place and not forgive it for the fifty righteous who are
in it?25Far be it from you to do such a thing, to slay the righteous with the wicked, so
that the righteous fare as the wicked! Far be that from you! Shall not the Judge of all
the earth do what is just?’ 26And the Lord said, ‘If I find at Sodom fifty righteous in the
city, I will forgive the whole place for their sake.’ 27Abraham answered, ‘Let me take it
upon myself to speak to the Lord, I who am but dust and ashes. 28Suppose five of the
fifty righteous are lacking? Will you destroy the whole city for lack of five?’ And he
said, ‘I will not destroy it if I find forty-five there.’ 29Again he spoke to him, ‘Suppose
forty are found there.’ He answered, ‘For the sake of forty I will not do it.’ 30Then he
said, ‘Oh do not let the Lord be angry if I speak. Suppose thirty are found there.’ He
answered, ‘I will not do it, if I find thirty there.’ 31He said, ‘Let me take it upon myself
to speak to the Lord. Suppose twenty are found there.’ He answered, ‘For the sake of
twenty I will not destroy it.’ 32Then he said, ‘Oh do not let the Lord be angry if I speak
just once more. Suppose ten are found there.’ He answered, ‘For the sake of ten I will
not destroy it.’ 33And the Lord went his way, when he had finished speaking to
Abraham; and Abraham returned to his place.

2.

Genesis 22:1-19

1 After these things God tested Abraham. He said to him, ‘Abraham!’ And he said, ‘Here

I am.’ 2He said, ‘Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land
of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt-offering on one of the mountains that I shall
show you.’ 3So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two
of his young men with him, and his son Isaac; he cut the wood for the burnt-offering,
and set out and went to the place in the distance that God had shown him. 4On the
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third day Abraham looked up and saw the place far away. 5Then Abraham said to his
young men, ‘Stay here with the donkey; the boy and I will go over there; we will
worship, and then we will come back to you.’ 6Abraham took the wood of the burntoffering and laid it on his son Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and the knife. So
the two of them walked on together. 7Isaac said to his father Abraham, ‘Father!’ And
he said, ‘Here I am, my son.’ He said, ‘The fire and the wood are here, but where is the
lamb for a burnt-offering?’ 8Abraham said, ‘God himself will provide the lamb for a
burnt-offering, my son.’ So the two of them walked on together.
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When they came to the place that God had shown him, Abraham built an altar there
and laid the wood in order. He bound his son Isaac, and laid him on the altar, on top
of the wood. 10Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to kill his
son. 11But the angel of the Lordcalled to him from heaven, and said, ‘Abraham,
Abraham!’ And he said, ‘Here I am.’ 12He said, ‘Do not lay your hand on the boy or do
anything to him; for now I know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your
son, your only son, from me.’ 13And Abraham looked up and saw a ram, caught in a
thicket by its horns. Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burntoffering instead of his son. 14So Abraham called that place ‘The Lord will provide’; as it
is said to this day, ‘On the mount of the Lord it shall be provided.’
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The angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from heaven,16and said, ‘By
myself I have sworn, says the Lord: Because you have done this, and have not withheld
your son, your only son, 17I will indeed bless you, and I will make your offspring as
numerous as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your
offspring shall possess the gate of their enemies, 18and by your offspring shall all the
nations of the earth gain blessing for themselves, because you have obeyed my
voice.’ 19So Abraham returned to his young men, and they arose and went together to
Beer-sheba; and Abraham lived at Beer-sheba.
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Micah 6:6-8
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‘With what shall I come before the Lord,
and bow myself before God on high?
Shall I come before him with burnt-offerings,
with calves a year old?
7 Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams,
with tens of thousands of rivers of oil?
Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression,
the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?’
8 He has told you, O mortal, what is good;
and what does the Lord require of you
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but to do justice, and to love kindness,
and to walk humbly with your God?

4.

Jeremiah 7:30-32
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For the people of Judah have done evil in my sight, says the Lord; they have set their
abominations in the house that is called by my name, defiling it. 31And they go on
building the high place of Topheth, which is in the valley of the son of Hinnom, to burn
their sons and their daughters in the fire—which I did not command, nor did it come
into my mind.32Therefore, the days are surely coming, says the Lord, when it will no
more be called Topheth, or the valley of the son of Hinnom, but the valley of Slaughter:
for they will bury in Topheth until there is no more room.
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