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Be’eri: Achievements and Future
Directions
Dear Be’eri partners,
We are pleased to present you with our latest
newsletter, providing you with updates on some of the
exciting new initiatives that the program is developing.
Since Be’eri’s inception, Tarbut Yisrael (Jewish heritage)
education in Israeli secular high schools has been
completely transformed. Our efforts in the field of
Jewish-Israeli identity education have supported three
significant changes within the Israeli education system:
• Tarbut Yisrael is now a Ministry of Education
(MoE)-recognized teaching discipline. The MoE now
mandates and funds compulsory weekly hours of
Tarbut Yisrael for all grade 7-8 students.
• MoE-approved standardized syllabi and textbooks for
grades 7-9 have been created.
• A professional Tarbut Yisrael department has been
established within the MoE, tasked with advancing
Tarbut Yisrael studies in secular Israeli high schools.
By far the largest, most influential Jewish-Israeli identity
education program in Israel, Be’eri has been a leading

supporter enabling this transformation. In just seven
years, the Be’eri network has grown to include 125
high schools – 30% of secular Israeli high schools.
Ninety thousand students study in a Be’eri program in
any given year. The Be’eri School for Teacher Education
trains more than 100 educators annually in intensive,
two-year Tarbut Yisrael certification programs and has
trained hundreds more through shorter seminars. A
resource center supplies educators with textbooks,
curricula, and online study materials.
Ten strong municipal partnerships actively promote
Tarbut Yisrael in their local schools and in the broader
community/ecosystem. Twenty-five professional
facilitators provide regular on the ground support for
Be’eri schools.

The quality of Be’eri training, resources, and
programming, combined with the broad reach
of the program, has earned Be’eri a great deal of
recognition and a leading reputation among national
and municipal decision-makers. Be’eri is now ready
to use its strong base and influential voice to push its
achievements to the next level.
Be’eri’s plan, which was developed through a long
process that is reflected in a new three-year business
plan, is built on the following pillars:
• Teacher training:
The quality of teaching is the cornerstone of any
educational program. Be’eri will accelerate teacher
training to respond to the growing need for trained
teachers, as Tarbut Yisrael becomes an ever-more
established discipline in secular Israeli high schools.
We aim to increase the percentage of trained Tarbut
Yisrael teachers in Be’eri schools from 40% to 70%
by (training 200 teachers in three years).
• Impact in school:
We have successfully established a strong Tarbut
Yisrael studies base in the junior high grades (grades
7-9). Now we must shift our focus to the upper high
school grades (grades 10-12) in order to expand
and deepen student leadership building, which will
enhance educational continuity and impact and
create a new generation of secular scholars and

educators. We plan to double the number of schools
that offer Tarbut Yisrael studies in grade 10 from 40
to 80 and the number of schools that offer a major
from 30 to 60.

• MoE ownership:
Be’eri will work with the MoE to ensure substantial
long-term MoE commitment to advance and fund
Tarbut Yisrael studies throughout high school
(grades 7-12). We believe that this transfer in
ownership will enable us to substantially decrease
philanthropic funding of classroom hours.
• National and municipal partnerships:
Partnerships are the most effective way to harness
Be’eri success. Be’eri will leverage national and
municipal partnerships to influence change agents
in the education system and the broader ecosystem.
Be’eri will develop strategic partnerships and
targeted training programs to influence change
agents such as the leaders of youth movements and
participants in public service cadet programs. Be’eri
will train 80 change agents in relevant roles annually.
Be’eri’s incredible growth and impact over the past
eight years has been made possible due to the support
and guidance we receive from our supporters, to
whom we are greatly indebted, and the program’s
dedicated staff. We look forward to continuing to
partner with you in transforming Jewish-Israeli identity
in Israel.

Dani Elazar, Ariel Picard, Rani Jaeger, and the Be’eri Staff

School for Teacher Education
Branch Opens in Karmiel

cohort of educators who will become certified as
Tarbut Yisrael studies instructors by the Ministry of

Following the success of the launch of the first
regional branch of the School for Teacher Education
in Be’er Sheva in October 2012, Be’eri opened a
second regional branch in Karmiel in October 2013.
This branch, created in partnership with Keren Daniel,
provides an opportunity for teachers in northern Israel
to benefit from Be’eri training close to home.
Twenty-eight educators from Karmiel, Haifa, and
other regions in northern Israel joined the first Karmiel

Teachers at the new School for Teacher Education branch in Karmiel

Education after the completion of an intensive twoyear course.
Itay Yavin, the Be’eri regional manager for Haifa and
the north, together with his staff, worked tirelessly
to make this branch a reality by finding a space for
the classes to meet, recruiting excellent teachers from
the north to participate, and ensuring that the high
quality of instruction present in Jerusalem and Be’er
Sheva would be maintained in Karmiel.
The first year of training focuses on providing
participants with a conceptual introduction to Tarbut
Yisrael, Talmud studies, and pedagogical methods.

Feedback from faculty and participants at the close of
the first semester in January 2014 reflects the success
of the program so far. The combination of northern
region Be’eri facilitators, Jerusalem faculty that teach in
Karmiel, and regional guest lecturers serving as school
faculty, has proven to be a good model.
The Be’eri School for Teacher Education, in partnership
with Keren Karev and Keren Daniel, is currently
running cohorts at its base at the Shalom Hartman
Institute in Jerusalem and in its branches in Be’er Sheva
and Karmiel. Altogether, more than 100 teachers and
principals are being trained by Be’eri, with hundreds
participating in Be’eri seminars.

A Tel Aviv Student Reflects on
Jewish-Israeli Identity

from a letter that participant Adi Yehuda shared
following the session.

In December 2013, Be’eri and the BINA Center for
Jewish Identity and Hebrew Culture, which works
with Be’eri to provide informal education to student
leadership groups, led a program for Tel Aviv high
school students entitled “Journey into Israeli Society”
on the topic of secular holiness. Below are excerpts

I haven’t been able to stop thinking about today’s
session [on Jewish-Israeli identity]. This was the
first time in my life that I have been exposed to this
way of thinking and these types of ideas….I always
thought that there were only three possibilities: to be
a secular atheist; to be secular, believe in God, but not
observe the commandments or to be religious. Today I

encountered something else, something which might
suit me.
I always thought that since I don’t agree with Judaism
(in the sense of the Jewish religion) I am not a
believer. I am Jewish, but not religious and therefore
felt detached. My mom doesn’t believe at all and my
father is a secular believer but not observant. Each
Yom Kippur I ask myself if I should fast or not. Today,
after the meeting with [Be’eri regional manager for
Tel Aviv] Amit Alon, and after all of the debates, and
after listening to other opinions, I really feel that I
have found my place, at least for the present stage in
my life….I think I do believe in the universal values of
Judaism, which are not only laws and religion.

I know I won’t take for granted that Orthodox Jews
are the only religious Jews and things should be as
they decide.
I am still digesting everything and still stuck with the
question of my identity. I do know that I am totally
Jewish and that Judaism is not just halakha.
And mostly, I know that it is important to hold on
to the feeling that being Jewish is not just Jewish
religion, it is spirituality and values that get passed
on and that this is what unites us all. Spreading this
idea will be our way of preserving Judaism. All Jewish
movements should be accepted and everybody should
have the right to express his/her Judaism and not let
one single denomination be the ruler.

Be’eri Partners with Israel Scouts
Be’eri is excited to announce a new partnership
with the Israeli Scouts (Tzofim), Israel’s largest
national youth movement, which serves 80,000
students annually in more than 100 cities and towns
throughout Israel.
The Be’eri-Israel Scouts Partnership Program
will provide Scouts’ organizational leadership
with a methodology that for the first
time places Jewish-Israeli identity as one
of the movement’s educational pillars.
We believe that this will infuse the culture
of Israel’s largest youth movement with a
sense of Jewish identity that will empower
participants – both Israeli youth and the
movement’s leadership – to feel a greater
sense of identification with and ownership
of pluralistic Jewish-Israeli identity.
The partnership will create dedicated programs
focusing on Jewish pluralism, social action and
leadership training that will empower Israeli youth
to translate Jewish values into action while providing
Be’eri with a significant opportunity to broaden its
ecosystem through the introduction of informal
curricula into a large structured organization.

We will work primarily with change agents within
the existing Scouts’ infrastructure—management,
educational coordinators, and troop leaders—to
effectively transmit Jewish content and pedagogy in
the goal of building a movement-wide culture that
places an emphasis on Jewish values.
This spring, Be’eri is holding two day-long
training seminars for Scouts’ leadership
on methodologies for instituting Jewish
culture and values-based educational
activities.
During the 2014-2015 academic year, the
program will be implemented and will
include year-long training for informal
educators, a two-day seminar for 100
educational leaders, a day-long seminar
for the 400 troop leaders, curriculum
development, and a pilot of facilitation in municipalities
in which Be’eri already has partnerships to support
troop and regional leadership in implementing the new
curriculum and methodologies.
This partnership is generously supported by UJA –
Federation of New York.

Senior Jewish and Arab Officials from the Haifa Region Ministry of Education
Receive Be’eri Style Training
The Ministry of Education Pedagogic Secretariat and
Director of the Haifa region, Rachel Metuki, recently
approached Be’eri to create and lead a four-day
seminar for Haifa’s 80 superintendents, who are
responsible for overseeing all educational activities
within Haifa’s schools. This program is the first of its
kind to be offered to this audience.
 third of Haifa’s superintendents are Arab or Druze.
A
Developing this training program presented Be’eri
with an opportunity to create a new seminar that
would resonate with all participants in Haifa’s
multicultural environment. For the first time, Senior
educational officials were presented with professional
training dedicated to concepts and issues of identity
rather than concrete subjects such as technology in
education or the state of math in schools. Participants
reported that they found this approach to be
interesting, challenging, and relevant.

T he seminar included a combination of lectures and
workshops on the topics of multiculturalism, pluralism,
and the meaning of Israel as a Jewish and democratic
state for majority and minority populations. The
seminar included sessions taught by both Jewish and
Arab speakers.
 y approaching these topics from a place of joint text
B
study and basing the conversation on culture rather
than civics or politics, Be’eri was able to foster a valuesbased conversation that reached across boundaries
and addressed real issues in the schools. The success of
this multicultural seminar has led Be’eri to explore new
opportunities for joint Jewish-Arab identity education
seminars, which are currently in development.

Be’eri Releases New Textbooks
 mong other successes this year, Be’eri published a new
A
textbook and a new edition of one of its textbooks,
adding to its Ministry of Education-approved Tarbut
Yisrael curriculum for grades 7-12.
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Be’eri’s Spheres of Identity Textbook
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The six spheres deal with essential and complex issues
within Jewish Thought, presenting a Jewish mosaic from

שמונה פרקים לרמב"ם

Shmona Prakim La-Rambam (Maimonides’ introduction
to Tractate Avot – Ethics of the Fathers), is for students
who major in Jewish studies in grades 11 and 12.
Spheres of Identity, which has been updated and
rereleased, is a textbook for grade 10 students studying
Jewish Thought at the matriculation level. It generates a
deep discussion about Jewish-Israeli identity among the
more than 10,000 grade 10 students from across the
country that matriculate in Jewish Thought every year.

The new Shmona Prakim La-Rambam textbook for
Tarbut Yisrael majors deals with Maimonides’ teachings
on who is a good person, what is a good deed, and
how to live a value-filled, meaningful life. The book
offers an introductory section on life and culture in the
Middle Ages, the life and philosophy of Maimonides,
and background on Pirkei Avot, to give students a
fuller context. The textbook also presents the full
text of Shmona Prakim in a new translation by Prof.
Michael Schwartz, with a comprehensive explanation
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which students can choose the components with which
they identify personally: family, values and lifestyle,
memory, mutual responsibility, place, and language and
symbols.

The textbook is based on traditional and contemporary
sources and includes passages from Rabbi Prof. David
Hartman, Shulamit Aloni, Yehuda Amichai, H.N. Bialik,

Leah Goldberg, Prof. Yeshayahu Leibowitz, Maimonides,
Amos Oz, the Hatam Sofer, Rav Soloveitchik, Baruch
Spinoza, Rabbi Ovadia Yosef, and others who have
contributed to the richness of Jewish culture.

The new edition of Spheres of Identity was developed
with the support of Keren Daniel and the Russell Berrie
Foundation.

 e’eri Student Leadership Program Participants Join Annual Hartman
B
Conference for Jewish-Democratic Israel
 e’eri student leadership program participants from
B
southern Israel gathered at the Hartman Institute
in February to take part in a special roundtable
discussion program at the Institute’s annual
Conference for a Jewish-Democratic Israel. Students
joined participants in pre-army academies at LahishBeit Guvrin and Ein Prat to discuss issues of JewishIsraeli identity that they encounter as they mature.
The conference, held on February 2, 2014, on the
theme of “Winds of Change” marked the oneyear anniversary of the passing of Hartman Institute
founder, Rabbi Prof. David Hartman z”l.

Student leaders participate in Hartman’s annual conference

P lanned by Itzik Rabi, Be’eri regional manager for
southern Israel, the program for these emerging leaders
featured a lecture about Ruach Tzahal (the spirit of the
IDF, the guide of military ethics for the IDF) from Senior
SHI Fellow Prof. Avi Sagi, who served on the committee
that wrote the guide. Providing them with a framework
for thinking about ethical matters that will soon affect
them, Sagi spoke about the issues that the guide
addresses. The students then split into six groups, each
led by a facilitator from Be’eri or the Hartman Institute’s
Lev Aharon Program for Senior IDF Officers, to discuss
what they had heard and how it influences them as
they prepare to be drafted.
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About the Be’eri Program
Creating a critical shift in the personal and national identity of tens of thousands of Israeli youth, Be’eri
advances the transformation of young Israelis into proud Jews, and reveals - often for the first time - that
there are many different and inspiring ways to be Jewish. Through the program, Israeli students learn how
deeply intertwined Israel and the Jewish people are and recognize that the foundation for a proud
national identity lies in reclaiming their Jewish-Israeli identity.
For more information about Be’eri, visit our website at http://beeri.hartman.org.il

About the Shalom Hartman Institute
The Shalom Hartman Institute is a center of transformative thinking and teaching that addresses the major
challenges facing the Jewish people and elevates the quality of Jewish life in Israel and around the world.
A leader in sophisticated, ideas-based Jewish education for community leaders and change agents, SHI is
committed to the significance of Jewish ideas, the power of applied scholarship, and the conviction that
great teaching contributes to the growth and continual revitalization of the Jewish people.
http://hartman.org.il

Shalom Hartman Institute
11 Gedalyahu Alon Street
Jerusalem 93113 Israel
Tel: +972 2 567 5320
Fax: +972 2 561 1913
shi@shi.org.il

Shalom Hartman Institute of North America
One Pennsylvania Plaza, Suite 1606
New York, NY 10119
Tel: +1 212 268 0300
Fax: +1 212 239 4550
info@shalomhartman.org

Canadian Friends
of Shalom Hartman Institute
8888 Blvd Pie IX
Montreal, QC H1Z4J5
info@cfshi.org

