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עושה שלום במרומיו הוא יעשה שלום עלינו ועל כל ישראל

May the One whO Makes peace in the high places Make peace fOr us and fOr all israel

 הקשבה ופיוס,ברכות לשנת שלום
Blessings fOr a year Of peace, reflectiOn,
dialOgue, and enlightenMent
shana tOva u'Metuka | ראש השנה תשע"ה

view our
animated card

We are pleased to present the 5775 Be’eri Rosh Hashana Newsletter.
Following the difficult summer we had in Israel, we are excited to launch a calmer
new year of Be’eri programs and initiatives filled with prolific teaching and learning.
Wishing everyone a happy and peaceful New Year,
Shana Tova,
Dani Elazar, Ariel Picard, Rani Jaeger, and the Be’eri Team
This letter was written by Dr. Ariel Picard at the end of summer 2014. In
the midst of the Gaza War, the Israeli summer lacked its usual lightness.
The letter was directed toward Be’eri educators, although we find it to be
pertinent for all.
Dear Friends,
As the summer draws
to a close, I cannot
help but think of the Itamar Prat song, Assif,
“Harvest,” and the wonderful melody Naomi
Shemer wrote for it. We are told to “gather
the deeds/the words and the symbols/
like a blessed harvest too heavy to carry.”
Although the harvest of this past summer
is heavy to carry, perhaps we can see it as a
blessing. As educators, we are required to
gather ourselves and come to the school, the
classroom, or beit midrash with messages
of hope and expectations for a blessed and
productive year. I truly believe that this is
within our reach.

I see three prominent messages that arise
from this past summer:
“For my brethren and companions’ sakes, I
will now say: ‘Peace be within you.’” (Psalms
122). My takeaway from this summer is
Israel’s solidarity, the quiet and restraint of
the citizens, the bravery of the soldiers and
commanders, and our abundant love for this
country. I pray that we will remember the true
colors the people showed during these trying
times and that we will carry them forward
with us.

“Rejoice not when your enemy falls, and let
not your heart be glad when he stumbles.”
(Proverbs 24) Israel’s strength is greater than
the sum of its tanks, soldiers, Iron Domes, and
armored shield protection.
“Not by might, nor by power, but by My spirit,
said the God of hosts.” (Zechariah 4) Our spirit
is founded on the faith that every person is
created in the image of God. Every soul that is
taken from the world, every physical body that
is injured and wounded, and every house and
street destroyed, injure the image of God that
comprises both man and all human creation.
Our moral conscience is accompanied by a
profound sadness for the pain, destruction,
and grief that the residents of Gaza were
forced to endure. They, as we, are created in
the image of God to live a life of creativity,
creation, and joy.
“It will ensure complete equality of social
and political rights to all its inhabitants
irrespective of religion, race, or sex.” (Israel
Declaration of Independence) This summer
also exposed disturbing facets in Israeli

society—xenophobia, hate, and violence
toward those with opposing perceptions,
racism, and Jewish isolationism—which were
likely bred by pain, suffering, and possibly the
misreading of certain traditions. The onus
on us as educators is great. It is our duty to
be aware of these challenging voices and to
oppose them through study and education.
In a place where there is a love of life, there
is no hate. In a place that respects mankind,
there is no racism. In a place of creativity and
renewal, there is no violence. We must hope,
pray, and act toward creating an environment
of study, community, and a State that is
praiseworthy and moral.
May the upcoming year be filled with
blessings.
Shana Tova,
Dr. Ariel Picard
Educational Director, Be’eri Program
Shalom Hartman Institute

Be’eri Introduces New Experiential Education Programs
In an effort to create an atmosphere of Jewish
culture in every participating school, Be’eri
is introducing a new experiential training
program for school social coordinators and
community educators. The goal of this new
course is to provide teachers with exciting and
creative tools for enhancing students’ Tarbut
Yisrael (Jewish heritage studies) experience
beyond that which can be attained through
text-based learning alone.
“Although Be’eri has developed innovative
ways to teach Judaism, these have mostly
revolved around books,” says Be’eri regional
manager for the Tel Aviv area, Amit Alon.
“We began asking ourselves how we could

improve Jewish study, utilizing both texts and
experiential tools, to make it into an even
more relevant and modern experience. We
want to give teachers the ability to create a
more enjoyable and experiential classroom
setting.”
Informal and community educators from
around Israel will participate in this special
training course, which will be held under
the auspices of the Be’eri School for Teacher
Education. Informal educators, already
employed by the schools, will receive
practical training in cultivating a school
atmosphere that fosters Jewish identity
education among students. Community
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educators, such as Israel Scouts leadership
and the heads of community centers, will
undergo training that emphasizes Jewish
culture through extracurricular activities.
The initial cohort of 30 educators will meet
for biweekly seminars throughout the year,
with the goal of enhancing their JewishIsraeli identity. Text-based background on
Jewish great books and practical approaches
to informal Jewish identity education will
be taught by top Hartman faculty in a beit
midrash-style setting. The program will
include field trips and cultural activities—
in music, cinema, and theater—that can be
tailored to high school groups. These will
expose participants to the types of activity
available in Israel, while giving them a
practical basis for their pedagogical use.
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The VOD Yehudi pilot comprises a collection
of 15 films relating to concepts in Tarbut
Yisrael. Be’eri facilitators are in the process
of writing lesson plans for each film for
students in junior high and high school.
The films will be categorized by subject,
such as identity, pluralism, disagreement,
gender, and social justice. Each film will be
accompanied by a synopsis that will explain
the educational aspects found in the movie,
and the Be’eri lesson to which it corresponds.

The resulting network of informal educators
will have the power to define the Jewish
spirit of their schools, youth groups, and
communities. By helping educators to
understand and internalize the importance
of their mission, we believe that they will
be able to strengthen the educational team
that promotes school-wide Jewish identity
education, influencing countless students.
“We are seeking to break through the
boundaries of conventional learning and to
make the experience more enjoyable and
interactive,” Alon says.
The 2014-2015 academic year will also see
the launch of a very exciting experiential
teaching platform—VOD Yehudi (“Jewish
VOD”), which will provide Tarbut Yisrael
teachers with easy access to a specially
curated library of modern film. Recent films,
both in Israel and globally, have related to
challenges in Jewish identity and other topics
Be’eri addresses. Be’eri views film as a cultural
asset that may be used to supplement the
educational process.

The library is technologically accessible and
responds also to the requests of teachers who
have struggled to find a legal and efficient
way to screen films in their classrooms.
The platform will be introduced to all Be’eri
facilitators and educators,alongside principals
and teachers in schools. All will be encouraged
to use the movies as an experiential tool to
address questions of values relating to the
curriculum. After the program launches, the
VOD Yehudi film collection will continually
expand, as facilitators and teachers begin to
use the new system.

Tikkun Olam, Shmita, and Us
“…But in the seventh year shall be a Sabbath
of solemn rest for the land, a Sabbath unto the
Lord” – Leviticus 25

and spiritual sabbatical), the social sphere
(charity, justice, and equality), and the
environmental sphere (relationship with the
earth, sustainability, and ecology).

The start of the 2014-2015 academic
year coincides with the beginning of the
shmita year (the agricultural sabbatical
that occurs every seven years in the Land
of Israel, starting on Rosh Hashana). The
commandment of shmita in its original form
in the Bible and in rabbinic law presents us
with a utopian ideal that comprises lofty and
spiritual cultural and social values–equality,
charity, and social justice. Beseeching us
to take a year off from our fast-paced life
and work requires us to engage in selfexamination and a critical analysis of our
relationship with the earth, the environment,
and the universe.

“We at Be’eri believe that the shmita year
presents an excellent learning opportunity
and can inspire discussion and clarification
of our values as human and social beings,”
says Yochai Eden, Be’eri Curriculum-Writing
Manager. “Shmita can serve as a base for
Tikkun Olam (repairing the world) that helps
us strive toward a society which is equal and
just. The shmita year entreats us to identify
with the experience of society’s weak, to
explore our responsibility toward others,
and to bridge the economic and social gaps
within society. A traditional shmita year would
allow us to look deep within ourselves and
our surroundings, lessen economic tension,
and become spiritually enriched, free, and
independent.”

Be’eri has taken this time as an opportunity
to develop a special set of online classes
focusing on the values that shmita raises.
These encourage discussion on the
importance of one’s relationship to oneself,
one’s property, the other, and the earth and
its natural resources, through three spheres:
the personal sphere (the need for rest and
a break from the flow of life and a cultural

The interactive lessons, designed to be taught
using a smart board or personal tablet, are
accessible to the teachers from the Be’eri
website. Most of the lessons are tailored for
students in grades 7 and 8 in secular schools,
though some are adaptable for older students
as well.

Be’eri Newsletter Rosh Hashana 5775

Volume 5, No. 1, September 2014

Be’er Sheva Branch of the School for Teacher Education
Celebrates its First Graduation
This past June, the 22 participants in the first
cohort of the Be’er Sheva branch of the Be’eri
School for Teacher Education graduated
after two years of intensive study to become
Ministry of Education certified Tarbut
Yisrael (Jewish heritage studies) instructors.
Having sharpened their understanding of
pluralistic Judaism, graduates are returning
to their schools this fall ready to infuse their
classrooms with innovative Jewish values
programming.
“We signed up for the course two years ago
thinking we’d learn a little history and a little
Talmud, and mostly what to teach in this
subject called Tarbut Yisrael,” a participant
said during the graduation ceremony. “We
eventually found ourselves embarking on a
journey in which we were transformed from
passive learners to active thinkers.”

The Be’er Sheva branch of the School for
Teacher Education fills a significant need
in the community, professionalizing Tarbut
Yisrael educational staffs in the region
to have an impact that goes beyond the
classroom to influence the very culture of
their schools.
The Be’eri program has been enthusiastically
received in Be’er Sheva. Be’eri management
is currently working with the Be’er Sheva
municipality and local Be’eri school
principals to recruit a new cohort to begin
study this fall.
In addition to the Be’er Sheva branch, the
School runs training programs from its base
in Jerusalem and from a regional branch in
Karmiel in northern Israel. Be’eri expects an
increase in the number of teachers being
trained this year, in line with the program’s
strategic goal of accelerating teacher
training to respond to the growing need for
trained, high-quality Tarbut Yisrael teachers
throughout the country.

Spotlight on Be’eri Karmiel Student Leadership Program
The Be’eri Karmiel student leadership
program is run in partnership with the
Karmiel Municipality. Local high school
students, graduates of the flagship Diller
Teen Fellows program, are invited to take
place in this special leadership program
for students in grades 11 and 12. The
Diller program cultivates pluralistic youth
leadership through formal and informal
education, bringing together students from
Israel and the United States for leadership
workshops and discussion. The program
is led by a Be’eri facilitator and a facilitator
from the Karmiel municipality.
Honors students from four different
high schools in Karmiel and Misgav
and representing a variety of religious,
socioeconomic, geographic, and cultural
backgrounds, have been chosen to take
part in the leadership program. Participants
exhibit an interest in initiating and
implementing social justice, social action, and
Jewish pluralism activities in their schools
and beyond. Karmiel, a unique city, home to

a diverse population and surrounded by Arab
villages, serves as an optimal location for
such a leadership program.
The goal of the program is to create a
meeting point for a range of students holding
similar ideals and goals, while creating a
learning process in which students gain
knowledge and are inspired and encouraged
to translate their study into action. The
group meets throughout the year to study
and discuss topics of community activism.
In 2014-2015, many of the discussions will
revolve around the topics of the shmita year
and racism, especially in light of the events
of the summer’s military operation and the
situation in Israel and Gaza.
This year, three graduates of the Karmiel
student leadership program are studying
in the Hartman Institute’s inaugural cohort
of the Hevruta pluralist gap-year/prearmy program for recent Israeli and North
American high school graduates.
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A Letter of Gratitude
The following letter was written by the principal
of Hof Hasharon Shefayim Junior High School,
to Dani Elazar, Vice President and Director
of the Be’eri Program at the Shalom Hartman
Institute. It was received on September 4, 2014.
As a person who believes in gratitude, but
not in taking things for granted, I find it
imperative to write you this letter.
Two weeks ago I concluded my time as the
Principal of Hof Hasharon Shefayim Junior
High. As I leave this position, I would like to
take the opportunity to do something that I
should have already done: say thank you to
all Hartman Institute members, to the faculty
of the Be’eri Program, and especially to Mr.
Yaakov Livne, our school’s Be’eri facilitator.
Over the course of the past six years, a Tarbut
Yisrael educational team has been built
in our school. This unique, young, highly
educated, passionately involved, professional
team has promoted Tarbut Yisrael studies in a
meaningful and exceptional way.
Mr. Eshel Kleinhaus, the Principal of Hof
Hasharon Shefayim School, together with
Ms. Tzipi Kleinberger, the Tarbut Yisrael
coordinator, both stood behind the program’s
implementation. I was privileged to be a part
of this important and meaningful process.
Principals often look for steps that will
advance their school’s values, atmosphere,
the caliber of its teachers, and the like. For
me, the introduction of Be’eri and the Tarbut
Yisrael program was undoubtedly a move
that succeeded in doing so.
Tarbut Yisrael lessons are extremely difficult
for today’s student, who is not accustomed
to debate and in-depth discussions, but the
excellent educators were able to take on this

challenge. The entire staff has gone on to
become key educators who hold significant
positions in the school.
The constant support the Tarbut Yisrael team
was offered by Yaakov Livne is incomparable.
He was helpful in both program content and
training, and available for consultation on any
subject (which we made use of). His endless
devotion has truly been of enormous value.
For this and much more I would like to thank
the Shalom Hartman Institute on my behalf
and on behalf of the Junior High and the
entire Hof Hasharon Shefayim School.
I have retired from my job in order to
participate in a two-year program at the
Mandel Institute for Educational Leadership,
at the end of which I shall resume my
educational work. There is no doubt in my
mind that wherever it may be, I will want to
again use your excellent program and work
with your excellent team.
With deep gratitude and with the hope for a
very bright future for all of us.
Dr. Nati Barak
Principal, Hof Hasharon Shefayim Junior High
Shefayim Junior High has a diverse student
body that is divided into 16 classes. Students
choose a focus based on their own interests,
and have the option of a Tarbut Yisrael major.
All students in the Junior High participate in
the Be’eri Program, where they learn in havruta
study (one-on-one learning) and in smaller
classes.
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Be’eri thanks the many dedicated partners who help make our ongoing efforts possible:
Philanthropic Partners
The Russell Berrie Foundation
Keren Karev
Keren Daniel
Mr. Edward Fein
UJA-Federation of New York
Crown Family Philanthropies
Jewish Federation of Greater Pittsburgh
Montreal Federation CJA
The Alan B. Slifka Foundation
The June Baumgartner Gelbart Foundation
Rochester-Modi’in Partnership

Public Partners
Israel Ministry of Education
Municipality of Haifa
Municipality of Modi’in
Municipality of Be’er Sheva
Municipality of Nazereth Illit
Golan Regional Council
Municipality of Karmiel
Municipality of Or Akiva
Hof HaKarmel Regional Council
Municipality of Herzliya
Municipality of Kiryat Ono

Israeli Philanthropic Partners
Keren Nadav
Mr. Alan Feld and Dr. LeeOna Fisher
Ms. Raya Strauss Ben Dror
Tmura: The Israeli Public Service Venture Fund

About the Be’eri Program
Creating a critical shift in the personal and national identity of tens of thousands of Israeli youth, Be’eri advances
the transformation of young Israelis into proud Jews, and reveals–often for the first time–that there are many
different and inspiring ways to be Jewish. Through the program, Israeli students learn how deeply intertwined
Israel and the Jewish people are and recognize that the foundation for a proud national identity lies in reclaiming
their Jewish-Israeli identity.
www.beeri.hartman.org.il
About the Shalom Hartman Institute
The Shalom Hartman Institute is a center of transformative thinking and teaching that addresses the major
challenges facing the Jewish people and elevates the quality of Jewish life in Israel and around the world. A
leader in sophisticated, ideas-based Jewish education for community leaders and change agents, the Institute
is committed to the significance of Jewish ideas, the power of applied scholarship, and the conviction that great
teaching contributes to the growth and continual revitalization of the Jewish people.
www.hartman.org.il

Shalom Hartman Institute
11 Gedalyahu Alon Street
Jerusalem 93113 Israel
Tel: +972 2 567 5320
Fax: +972 2 561 1913
shi@shi.org.il

Shalom Hartman Institute
of North America
One Pennsylvania Plaza, Suite 1606
New York, NY 10119
Tel: +1 212 268 0300
Fax: +1 212 239 4550
info@shalomhartman.org

Canadian Friends of
Shalom Hartman Institute
8888 Blvd Pie IX
Montreal, QC H1Z4J5
info@cfshi.org

