Exchange Between AJC President Jacob Blaustein and PM David Ben Gurion
STATEMENTS BY PRIME MINISTER DAVID BEN-GURION AND MR. JACOB BLAUSTEIN ON THE
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN ISRAEL AND AMERICAN JEWS AUGUST 23, 1950 MR. BEN-GURION:
We are very happy to welcome you here in our midst as a representative of the great Jewry
of the United States to whom Israel owes so much. No other community abroad has so great
a stake in what has been achieved in this country during the present generation as have the
Jews of America. Their material and political support, their warm-hearted and practical
idealism, has been one of the principal sources of our strength and our success. In
supporting our effort, American Jewry has developed, on a new plane, the noble conception,
maintained for more than half a century, of extending its help for the protection of Jewish
rights throughout the world and of rendering economic aid wherever it was needed. We are
deeply conscious of the help which America has given to us here in our great effort of
reconstruction and during our struggle for independence. This great tradition has been
continued since the establishment of the State of Israel. You, Mr. Blaustein, are one of the
finest examples of that tradition, and as an American and as a Jew you have made many and
significant contributions to the Jewish cause and to the cause of democracy. We are
therefore happy on this occasion of your visit here as our guest, to discuss with you matters
of mutual interest and to clarify some of the problems which have arisen in regard to the
relationship between the people of Israel and the Jewish communities abroad, in particular
the Jewish community of the United States. It is our great pride that our newly gained
independence has enabled us in this small country to undertake the major share of the great
and urgent task of providing permanent homes under conditions of full equality to hundreds
of thousands of our brethren who cannot remain where they are and whose heart is set on
rebuilding their lives in Israel. In this great task you and we are engaged in a close
partnership. Without the readiness for sacrifice of the people of Israel and without the help
of America this urgent task can hardly be achieved. 64 It is most unfortunate that since our
State came into being some confusion and misunderstanding should have arisen as regards
the relationship between Israel and the Jewish communities abroad, in particular that of the
United States. These misunderstandings are likely to alienate sympathies and create
disharmony where friendship and close understanding are of vital necessity. To my mind,
the position is perfectly clear. The Jews of the United States, as a community and as
individuals, have only one political attachment and that is to the United States of America.
They owe no political allegiance to Israel. In the first statement which the representative of
Israel made before the United Nations after her admission to that international organization,
he clearly stated, without any reservation, that the State of Israel represents and speaks only
on behalf of its own citizens and in no way presumes to represent or speak in the name of
the Jews who are citizens of any other country. We, the people of Israel, have no desire and
no intention to interfere in any way with the internal affairs of Jewish communities abroad.
The Government and the people of Israel fully respect the right and integrity of the Jewish
communities in other countries to develop their own mode of life and their indigenous
social, economic and cultural institutions in accordance with their own needs and
aspirations. Any weakening of American Jewry, any disruption of its communal life, any
lowering of its sense of security, any diminution of its status, is a definite loss to Jews

everywhere and to Israel in particular. We are happy to know of the deep and growing
interest which American Jews of all shades and convictions take in what it has fallen to us to
achieve in this country. Were we, God forbid, to fail in what we have undertaken on our own
behalf and on behalf of our suffering brethren, that failure would cause grievous pain to
Jews everywhere and nowhere more than in your community. Our success or failure
depends in a large measure on our cooperation with, and on the strength of, the great
Jewish community of the United States, and we, therefore, are anxious that nothing should
be said or done which could in the slightest degree undermine the sense of security and
stability of American Jewry. In this connection let me say a word about immigration. We
should like to see American Jews come and take part in our effort. We need their technical
knowledge, their unrivalled experience, their spirit of enterprise, their bold vision, their
"know-how." We need engineers, chemists, builders, work managers and technicians. The
tasks which face us in this country are eminently such as would appeal to the American
genius for technical development and social progress. But the decision as to whether they
wish to come — permanently or temporarily — rests with the free discretion of each
American Jew himself. It is entirely a matter of his own volition. We need halutzim, pioneers,
too. Halutzim have come to us — and we believe more will come, not only from those
countries where the Jews are oppressed and in "exile" but also from countries where the
Jews live a life of freedom and are equal in status to all other citizens in their country. But
the essence of halutziut is free choice. They will come from among those who believe that
their 65 aspirations as human beings and as Jews can best be fulfilled by life and work in
Israel. I believe I know something of the spirit of American Jewry among whom I lived for
some years. I am convinced that it will continue to make a major contribution towards our
great effort of reconstruction, and I hope that the talks we have had with you during these
last few days will make for even closer cooperation between our two communities. MR.
BLAUSTEIN: I am very happy, Mr. Prime Minister, to have come here at your invitation and
to have discussed with you and other leaders of Israel the various important problems of
mutual interest. This is the second time I have been here since the State of Israel was
created. A year and a half ago my colleagues and I, of the American Jewish Committee, saw
evidence of the valor that had been displayed, and felt the hopes and aspirations that had
inspired the people to win a war against terrific odds. This time, I have witnessed the great
achievements that have taken place in the interval and have discussed the plans which point
the road upon which the present-day Israel intends to travel. I find that tremendous
progress has been made under your great leadership; but also, as you well know,
tremendous problems loom ahead. The nation is confronted with gigantic tasks of
reconstruction and rehabilitation, and with large economic and other problems, as is to be
expected in so young a state. I am sure that with your rare combination of idealism and
realism, you will continue to tackle these matters vigorously; and that with your usual
energy, resourcefulness and common sense, you will be able to overcome them. Traveling
over the country and visiting both old and newly established settlements, it has been a thrill
to observe how you are conquering the desert of the Negev and the rocks of Galilee and are
thus displaying the same pioneering spirit that opened up the great West of my own
country. It has been satisfying to see right on the scene, how well and to what good
advantage you are utilizing the support from the American Jewish community. I am sure,
too, that the American tractors and other machinery and equipment acquired through the

loan granted by the Export-Import Bank will further contribute to the technological
development of your country.

